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Fanity to thiwh, "that there ive © 
and agreeable o the + A 


felf have heard from their own Mouths, T 


have us'd much Plainneſs of Speech on this 
Subject; becauſe, I think it "oth. requires it, 
that their erroneous Doctrine may be open- 
ly ſhew'd to all People. Tic certain many 
will ſay, I might have given way to my Su- 
periors, and let them have taken the thing in 
Hand; and that my Youth and ſinall Expe- 
rience, might have been juſt Impediments to 
making it publick. To which I anſwer, that 


I, and hope ſhall always pay a due rejpett 


Zo my Superiors; and had there been any thing 
of this, Nature publick ¶ mean, in __ 
10 our modern Perfectioniſts Scheme, and Me. 


tbod of proving their Doctrine] this ſhould. 


not: And as to my Youth, I am per ſinaded, 
* Believer finds any thing agreeable with 
his Experience, and the Word of God, and 
which is made of uſe to eftabliſh his Faith; 
Be will forget the Author, and look up with 
Thanks to the. Donor of every good and per- 
fect Gift. F any thing, therefore, e ſaid, 
which leads thee into the Truth, or eſtabliſhes 
thy preſent Faith ¶ Reader) let me aſſure thee, 


FT have my end, and may God have the Glory, 
who worketh all things in us, and by us, 
to the Praiſe and Glory of his Grace. 
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* F. ever ache Prophecies of * 25 
and his Apoſtles, concernin | 
=o) rilous e which ſhould i 
the laſt Days, are to be fulfilbd and 
accompliſh'd, the preſent Age will, 
— do it. Certainly, never ſuch a Flood of. 
complicated Errors ſpread this Nation, ſince, at 
has been favoured with the Goſpel and the true 
Preachers of it, as at this Day we ſee in every. 
Place to abound, If all the open and profeſyd; 
Enemies of, the Doctrines of the Goſpel, had, 
more vigorouſly ſet up themſelves in Oppoſition 
to Truth, they would not have been ſo deſtruc- 
tive to it, as the preſent Advancers of Religion 
now are; I mean thoſe who are ſtibd Mel he- 
difts : Not that 1 would be thought to fuppoſe;: 
that every, particular Perſon who, bears that Name. 


is an Oppoſer of the Truth, for a Perſon is: in 


reality neyer the worſe for going under a Title 
which the World calls ſcandalous; and 1 know, 
and An affur'd, that ſome; few of them are zea- 
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louſly affected , and defirous of: the EE of 
oy Truths of the everlaſting Goſpel: But in 
general I am erlag that = modern 
Bodi (improper fly ſo call'd) are more de- 
ſtructive to Relipion. than the Papiſt of Mabo- 


melans: The laſt ſhew viſibly to all the World, 


that are utter Enemies ta the Truth of God's 


—_ to thoſe delivered in the ſacred Oracles ; 
And we may juſtly (in the Apoſtle's Words to 
Timothy ) lay of theſe, That they are ſuch as have 
a Form of Godlineſs, whilſt they deny the Power 
of tt : Such as creep into Houſes and lead cap-. 
tis filly Women ; 2 Tim. iii. 5, 6, This Cha- 
racter is certainly applicable to ſome of theſe, 


Men for, by their artful Inſinuations, and out- 
ward Sanctity, what Numbers have they drawn 


after them ! and, indeed, for the moſt part, their 
Attendants are fly Women, and ſuch as, in the 
things of God, know not their Right Hand from 
their Left. Theſe Teachers plainly ſhew them- 
ſelves to be ſome of thoſe alſo, whom the Apo- 
ſtle Peter propheſy'd of, 2 Pet. ii. Such as pri- 
vily bring in damnable Herdfies, denying the Lord 

that bought them; tlieſe, the Apoſtle tells us, ver. 2. 
many ſhall follow, by Reaſon of whom, the way of 
Truth fhall be evil ſpoken f. This Character 
fitly tallies with ſome of theſe falſe Teachers; the 
Apoſtle ſays, they are ſuch av" privily. bring in 
damable Heręſiet; and how crattily and ſlily have 
theſe brought in Univerſal Reqdemption, Free 
Will, and all other of che Arminian Doctrines? 
Daronable Hereſies * a of all 
* a 7 Truth, 


| we ————— 
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Truth, ſubverſive of the whole tenour of 
Scriptures ; and what makes them e 
Striking at the Attributes of God, ſuch as his 
Wiſdom, Power, and Juſtice; which might be 
eaſily demonſtrated,” but it has, lately. been;done 
ina Pamphlet entitled, Free Grace indeed; And 
all this is done by theſe People, under a Pretence 
of ſeparating from the Church of England, be- 
cauſe (forſooth) they preach not the *Fruth.z 
when at the ſame time they themſelves vigo- 
rouſly, and with all their might, oppoſe; it, 
But, how, it may be objected, do theſe Ferſons 
deny the Lord that bought them, - as the Perſons 
in the fore-quated Text are ſaid to-do? I an- 
Twer they deny the Lord, in ſtriking at his Wiſ- 
dom and his Power: At his: Wiſdom, in dying 
that, which, if he be omniſcient, he kney would = 
fruſtrate, 'viz. dying for every individual Perſon. 
And.at his Power, in not being able to do that 
which he deſign'd. Now, if they ſay, he had 
Power to perform his Purpoſes, be would not; 
then their Doctrine of univerſal Love, and Pe- 
ſigns of Grace to all, muſt fall to the Ground. - 

Thus it NR is, they deny the Lord that bought them. 

But, however, it is not my preſent Durpple,  . 
enquire into all their Ways and Doctrines.; for,! 
fear if J ſhould, 1 ſhould at faft pull off their 
Maſk in ſuch a manner, as to diſcover them to 
be more like French Enthuſiaſts, or rank Pa- 
piſts, than true Chriſtians. But what L have vow 
in view is (as the Lord ſſiall aſſiſt) to examine and 
diſprove their new fangled Doctrine of Perfection, 
attainable, as they aſſert in this Life. And bert ' 
it will be proper to obſerys;. what they mean hy 
Perfection: There is, ſay they, a twofold, ſort, 
or _” a twofold ſtate of it. The firſt. 1s a 
9% B 2 Pp ower, 
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Power, which, through Grate,” they have over 


all the Stirrings and Motions of Sin in them. 
The ſecond is, a total F reedom from all Motions 
f Sin whatever. x 
Theſe, as I have underſtbod dend euer ien 
with ſome of the Aﬀerters of this Doctrine, are 
the two forts, or ſtates of Perfection. In hand- 
ling this TR” we 281 obſerve che crys. 
Method. 


1. daun 10 tenen of f fome of FAY 
Old and New Teſtament Saints; whether 
they ever found, that they had attained 
either of the' Perfections above-mentioned. 


| II We. ſhall enquire. into ſome of the Pro- 

miſes, which are conſtituted for the Com- 
fort of God's own Children; and fee whe- 
ther any can be found chat favour. of this 
Doctrine. | 


im. We ſhall auer the Texts they rg to 
ove it; and diſcover wherein their Mi- 


ſtake lies, and by what means _ yn 
_ bly) acquire this Notion, $ A 


1. We ſhall ſhew, that ate augen Con- 
ſequences An it. 


2 


V. We mall in brief ſhew, where our, true 
Soſpel Perfection lies. 


I. Then, let us examine the 3 of 


thi Old and New Teſtament Saints, whether they 
ever attained either of ne ecard 


(+50) 2 
We will begin with Noah. Tis true it is ſaid, 

Gen. vi. 9. that he was a juſt and a perfect Man; 
but let us obſerve, it was in his Generations; he 
was comparatively ſo; he was perfect, it we look 
into the Wickedneſs of the Times in which he 
liv'd : But that he was in the Perfectioniſt's ſenſe 
perfect, i. e. free from Sin, will: appear to be 
falſe, if we look into the gth Chap. it is there 
recorded of him, Ver. 21. that he drank of the 
Wine and was drunk. No Mark of his Perfet- 
tion! Nay, this Act of his plainly ſhews, that 
tho* he had liv'd upwards. of ſix hundred Years, 
and a renew'd'Perſon ( tis probable) a great Part 
of the Time, yet he had not attain'd to the firſt 
ſtate of Perfedtion, viz. Power over Sin; he 
could not reſtrain his inordinate Paſſions, he drank 
of the Wine and was drunk. Let us ſee whether 
Abraham, who is call'd the Father of the Faiths 
ful, was perfect: We have an Inſtance to the oon. 
trary, in his diſſembling with Abimelech concern- 
ing his Wife, Gen. xx. 5, 11, 12. he ſhew'd his 
Imperfection here two ways. 5 
1, In his diſbelieving the Care and Protec. 
tion of God over him in a wicked Place. 
2dly, In his endeavouring to avoid what he 
fear'd, viz, that they would kill him for his 
Wife's fake, by telling a downright Lie; it be- 
ing no better, becauſe he did it that he might de- 
ceive the People, for he expected (as it happer'd) . 
that by ſaying, ſhe was his Siſter, they would 
not ſuſpect her to be his Wife. Thus then we 
ſee this great Man was not perfels: And as for 
his Wife, ſhe- was ſo far from Perfeckion, that 
ſhe told a direct Lie in the Preſence of the An- 
gels, Gen. xviii. 12, 13, 14, 15. When they told 
Abrabam that Sarab ſhould have a Son, is ſaid, 
pI B 3 ver. 
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ver. 12. That ſbt lauglꝰ'd within herſelf, &c. 


ver. 13. And the Lord 25 unto Abrabam, M pere- 


fore did Safh laugh, ſaying, Shall I of a ſurety 


bear:'a Child, which am old? ver. 14. 1s any 
thing too bard for the Lord? ver. 15. Then Sa- 


rub deny'd, ſaying, I laugh'd not; for ſhe was 


aft aid. We may here alſo take _ of two 


things. 


1. That her Laugh was 0 with a Doubt. 

Here's one Mark of her Imperfection; ſhe in 
fome Meaſure diſbeliev*d the Promiſe. 

2. We may obſerve, that to heighten her Sin, 
and diſcover her Imperfection the more, ſhe ſo- 
lemnly declares, that ſhe did not laugh; or other- 
wile; that ſhe did not doubt. 

But again, the Patriarchs never arrived ts 
Perfettion, as we read of: We read to the contra- 
ry in Acts vii. . that they, mov'd with Envy, 
fold Foſeph into Egypt, and after they had done, 
to deceive Jacob their Father, they made a Pre- 
tence, that Joſeph was ſlain. Moſes and Aaron, 
the Leaders and Guiders of the Iſraelites, were 
not perfect; for they were deny'd the Land of 
Ganaan, for ſtriking the Rock, when they were 
only commanded to /peak to it. Fob utterly diſ- 
claims any thing of inherent, abſolute Perfection; 
altho? the Holy Ghoſt ſtiles him, chap. i. ver. 1. 
A perfect and an upright Man: Yet, ſays he, 
(chap. ix. ver. 20.) If 1 ſay I am perfect. it ſhall 
alſo prove me perverſe. Now the Holy Ghoſt 
calls him perfect in one of theſe three Senſes. 
I}, In the Lord Jeſus: As he was intereſted 
in his abſolutely perfect Righteouſneſs. Or, 

2dly, In a comparative Senſe; as he was the 
moſt upright in the wicked Age he liv'd in. Or, 


za, 


(9) ) 

' 34h, In regard tothe Perfection of the Work of 
the Spirit within, 7. e. the Grace which he receiv u: 
in itſelf, and abſtractedly conſidered, was perfecł᷑: 
But as to any other Perfection, ob profeſſes himſelf 
not to have attain'd it. Let us obſerve, that he 
had not attain'd to a Power over all Sin; for he 


confeſſes; that he had utter d what was r won- 


derful, and things that be underſtood not, ch. xlii. 
ver. 3. and in the xl: Chap. he confeſſes himſelf 
to be wile. This ſhews the. was no Perfectioniſtʒ 
no, he abborrd — in _ and Aber, ch. _ 
ver. 6. 

Loet us now fa now it vas with David, whd 
was a> Man after God's own Heart: Let us ſek 
what ſort of a Perfectioniſt he was: And him 
we often find under the Hidings of God's Face 
on Account of his Sins, See Pfal. xxxvini, 4. Fur 
mine Iniquities, ſays he, are gone over my Head, 
as an beavy, Burden, they are too: beavy for me t 
bear. What a ſenſe of Sin and Corruption muſt 
David at this time have | how muſt he loath 
himſelf, when he cries out, ver. 5, My Wounds 
fink and are corrupt, by Reaſon of my — 
David had been a long Chriſtian 
fore he penn'd this Pſalm ; or elſe he could — 
ver have cry'd out as he does in ver. 1 5. with 
ſelf- appropriation, In thee,” O Lord, do I bope ; 
thou wilt hear, O Lord, my God: And in P fal. 
exix. 2. he cries out, My Soul cleaveth to the 
Duſt, quicken thou me according to thy Mun. 
Could Davies Soul have cleav*d to the Duſt, had 
he been perfe# ? I think not. And if he haf 
had an Expectation of it, he would ſurely have 
pray d for it in this Place; but he does not ſay, 
Perfect me, O Lord, tate fin totally on but 
_ thou me, & 
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Let us now take a View of two or three of the 
Prophets, and we ſhall find them in the imper- 
fect way, as well as others. The Prophet Iſaiab 
who had the greateſt Light of, and Revelation 
concerning the Goſpel Times, under a ſenſe of 
his own Imperfection, cries out, Jai. vi. g. Woe 
is me, for I am undone, becauſe I am a Man of 
unclean Lips. This is all I can find the Prophet 
ſpeaks of himſelf: He had this one main thing 
to ſay, and that is, That he was imperfe#, a Man 


e uuclean Lips. But again, the Prophet Feremiab 


declares, that neither he, nor none he knew. were 
Free from Sin: He ſhews this to be his Opinion 


by what he ſays, (Lam. iii. 39, 40, Ic.) Where- 


fore does a living Man complain? a Man, for 
the Puniſhment of Sins? The Prophet by the 
Repetition, a Man, ſeems to ſpeak in a way of 
Contempt, g. d. is it not a Wonder, that ſuch a 
deſpicable, ſinful Creature as Man, ſhould be 
-grumbling and complaining at the Dealings of 
his Maker with him, when he is continually ſin- 
ning againſt, and provoking him? Is Man, 
Poor, vain, empty Man, a fit and proper Perſon 
to argue on the Juſtneſs of God's afflicting him; 
When he is daily heaping Sin upon Sin, and by 
his Actions momentally irritating the Almighty ? 
Should ſuch a Creature as this then, complain 
of any Puniſhment inflifted on him ? Let us all 
(as we have juft Occaſion) lay our Hands on our 
Mouths, and juſtify God in all his Proceedings. 
againft us: For we have, and do continually 
Sin, and therefore, let us not (for Shame) com- 
plain of his Chaſtiſements. This is what the 
Prophet means by repeating the Word Man: 
S guld a living Man complain, a Man, &c. and 
be 4oth Verſe he goes on, Let us ſearch aud 
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try our Ways, and turn again to the Lord, q. d. 

We ought, ſince theſe Afflictions are come upon 
us, to ſearch into, and try our ways; for we have 
ſurely merited all this: And, in the 42d Verſe, 


he freely confeſſes, We bave tranfgreſs'd and re- 
belld, &c.. 


Thus we ſee (for it does not fignify makinhs 
ing Examples) that all the Old Teſtament Saints, 
in all their Experiences and Declarations, give no 
Countenance to this Perfection - Doctrine. And 
the Holy Spirit in all his Relations of them, ſeems - 
to have taken care, that their Imperfections ſhould 
particularly be penn'd down, to ſhew us, that 
when we have — to the higheſt Degree in 
Grace, we are but Men, frail, — La TI 
Creatures. 

We will now look amongſt ſome of the New 
Teſtament Saints, and examine whether their Exe 
periences reach*d this Perfection. 

Some of our modern Perfectioniſts chink; has 
-the New Teſtament Saints' are more 
their Experiences, than thoſe of the Old Teta. 
ment; for, ſay they, We are not under ibe Lam, 
but under Grace. True: But this does not affect 
the preſent purpoſe : for, tho the Old Teſtament 
Saints had all their Light and Knowledge by 
Types and Figures, and in this ſenſe fell ſhort of 
us: Yet, I am perſwaded, they had as much of 
the ſanctifying Influences of the Spirit, as any 
under the Goſpel; and I think we may truly 
aſſert, that ſome of them had far greater Mani- 
feſtations of the Lord, as their Portion, than in 
the generality theſe have. Witneſs Abrabam, 
Jacob, David, &c.Nay, the Experience of the laſt, 
viz, David, is a Copy almoſt of every Believer's 
Experience; for there is hardly any thing that the 


Believer 
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Believer meets with (experimentally) but what 
may be found in David's Pſalms. Therefore it 
is utterly needleſs to urge (what I know the Per- 


4 fefiionifts do) viz. that we, under the Goſpel Diſ⸗ 
1 penſation, have more of the influencing; ſanc+ 
4 tifying Operations of the Holy Spirit, than thoſe 
4 under the Old Teſtament, For I argue thus: If 
| it be abſolutely neceſſary, that we under the Goſ- 


pel Diſpenſation, be made inherently and com- 
pleatly perfect in Grace; it was alſo neceſſary, 
that thoſe under the Old Teſtament ſhould : But 
they did not attain: this; therefore we likewiſe 
are not to arrive to it. For the Apoſtle ſays, 
there is one Lord, one Faith, one Bapiiſm, Eph. 
dv. 5. Every Believer ſince the Foundation of 
the World, be he Greek, or Few, Bond, or Free, 
has been, and is led by the ſame Spirit, unto the 
fame Faith, and into the ſame Knowledge of 
himſelf, 7. e. to fee himſelf a vile, loſt, undone 
Sinner, and incapable, in this State and World of 
Sin and Sorrow, to attain Perfection. But how- 
ever; let us look amongſt theſe New Teftament 
Saints, and firſt of all, amongſt. the Apoſtles, 
who, if any were to be perfect, one would think, 
they were; but we find them as imperfect as 
other People: And, as for the Time of our 
Lord's being on Earth, they very frequently and 
particularly ſnew'd themſelves to be ſo, by their 
Unbelief and Ignorance. We find in Mark iv. 
towards the latter end, they were all in great 
fear of being drown'd, and our Lord, after he 
had calm'd/the Sea, cries out, Hor is it that ye 
have no Faith ? What, had the Apoſtles no Faith 
at this Time? Certainly they had: Nay, the 
very Expreſſion - itſelf ſeems to imply as much. 
How is it? &c. that is, as if he had ſaid, _ 
1 ave 
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ave I not been long enough with you, that you 
Would truſt and rely on my omnipotent Power ? 
What, have you not already experienc d and known | 
enough of me; that I am God as well as Man ? 
Have you not afore-time called me the Chrif, 
and been enabled to act Faith on my Perſon, 
how is it you are now ſo weak ? This. (I think) 
is the import of the Queſtion, How is it that ye 
have no Faith? Not that the Diſciples were 
totally deſtitute of Faith, but that it was not then 
in exerciſe; they were got into an imperfect, car- 
nal Frame. We find them alſo, after, as well 
as before our Lord's Death, under this Power of 
Unbelief. After he was riſen, when the Wo- 
men told them of the Viſion they had ſeen, and 
how that the Lord was ſurely riſen, *tis ſaid, 
that their Words ſeem d as idle Tales, And they be- 
lieb d them not. Here is another Inſtance of their 
Imperfe&ion. But here it may perhaps be igno- 
rantly objected (as the Perfectioniſts are ignorant 
enough to ſtart any filly Objection) that the 
Apoſtles were not yet fully brought into the 
glorious Light and Liberty of the Goſpel, nor 
were ſo till the Day of Pentecoſt. To this we 
anſwer, that tho they were not fo fully enligh- 
ten'd in the Scripture, before the Day of Pente- 
coſt, as after; yet, *tis certain, they were true 
experimental Believers long before: For, we find, 


when ſome of his Diſciples left him, and walk'd 


no more with him, our Saviour 'immediately 
turns to the twelve, and ſays, Vill ye alſo, po 

away ? To which Peter (who was always —— 
ly affected) anſwers for the reſt, To whom ſhall we 
go ? Thou hoſt the Words of eternal Life, and we 
believe and are ſure that thou'art the Chriſt, the 
Son ef the living Cod. What greater . 


( 12) 
tions of Faith could be brought forth? Certainly, 
thoſe who are led thus to acknowledge the Lord 
Jeſus, are brought into the glorious Liberty of 
the Sons of God. And in Matth. xvi. 15, 16, 
17. our Saviour, willing to try his Diſciples Faith, 
after he had talk'd with them of the World's 
Opinion of him, ſays, But whom ſay ye that I 
am? Peter anſwers, Thou art Chriſt the Son of 
the living God; to which Confeſſion our Lord 
anſwers, to ſhew that Peter's Faith was a true 
and ſaving one; Bleſſed art thou, Simon Barjona 
for Fl-ſh and Blood hath not reveal'd it unto thee, 
but my Father, which is in Heaven, &c. Hence 
and from many Paſſages, it is very plain, that 
the Apoſtles, tho? not ſo well acquainted with, and 
enlighten'd in the Scripture-Doctrines, before, as 
after the Day of Pentecoſt, were true Believers, and 
in the Objector's Words, brought into the glorious 
Liberty of the Goſpel': I mean in their own Souls; 
tho' very often (as before obſerv'd) under the 
Power of Unbelief. ac 
One would think that the Apoſtles, from the 
time of their Calling to our Saviour's Death, had 
been long enough (had it been attainable) to have 
been perfect, eſpecially, ſeeing they were fo con- 
ſtantly with our Saviour, and heard all his glo- 
rious Sermons, « Admonitions, and Exhortations : 
And it ſeems a fort of a Wonder, that our Sa- 
viour did not perfect them himſelf before he went 
to Glory. No, ſay our Perfectioniſts (for I know 
this to be ſome of their Language) he told them 
he would ſend the Comforter, - who was then in- 
"deed with them, i. e. as a tranſient Gueſt ; but 
'ſhould afterwards be in them, as a conſtant Com- 
forter, and they ſhould be centinually under his 
lanctifying and comforting Influences. _ this 
E199 ter- 


((w} 


Interpretation is 4. mere Peryerſion of the Text 5: 


for it is to me very plain, that our Saviour in 
that Text, Jobn xiv. 17. ſpeaks of two diſtinct 
Offices of the Spirit; the ficſtcis of a Comforter. 3 
be is with you, ie. comforting and ſupporting. 
your Faith; and the ſecond is of an Enlightner; he 
ſhall be in youg i. e. to enlighten and inſtruct your 
Underſtandings. And that he means this by being 
in them, is manifeſt from the Epithet he gives the 
Holy Spirit in the beginning of the Verſe, viz. 
the Spirit of Truth; this Spirit, q. 4. which 
you have with you now as a, Comforter, ſhall 
be in you, to enlighten and. direct you into 
all Truth: And it ſeems to be for theſe three 
Reaſons, that the Spirit came down in ſuch 4 
miraculous manner at the Day of Pentecoſt.  - 

1, To give them Diverkty. of Tongues, that 
they might preach-to Men of all Languages. | 
 2dly, That they might be able in their Preach. 
ing, to underſtand. every e Portion of 
Scripture. And. 

340, To enable them, thro? a miraculous 
Faith i in Chriſt Jeſus, to heal Diſeaſes, or the 
like; for theſe Reaſons, and not to perfect them 

in Sanctification, was the Holy Spirit {ent at 5 | 
Day of Pentecoſt. 

But, however, ſince the PerfeBionifts v willy ur 
that they, and all after them from. the Day o 
| Pentecoſt, : had, and have more of the ſandtify 
Influences of the Spirit, ſo as at laſt to 1 77 
them; let us view them after this Day of Pen- 
tecoſt ; and, I dare ſay, - we ſhall find them 
Mill imperfect. In the xvth of Ads we find Pau 
and Barnabas quarelling: - Nay, it is FO 
that the Contention was ſo great, that the 
a to ſeparate. Now, if we were to lere 
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a certain Perfettioniſt about Anger, we muſt | 
conclude that Paul and Barnabas were not true. 
Believers at this Time: For he afferts, that if 


we have the leaſt Degree of Anger, we can't be 
the Children of God; we can't hg true Believers. 
I wonder what that Gentleman thinks of Janab; 
he was not angry with a Man like himſelf, but 
with the Almighty Jehovah, he was vex'd that 
2 Lord ſnould be merciful; and when the Lord 
eaks to him concerning the Gourd, and aſks, 
Faber he did well to be angry; he anſwers in 
a very peeviſh ſort of a manner, I do well to be 
angry, even to Death. Alas! if every one that 
is at any time angry with another, muſt be ex- 
cluded being true Belivers, I will (in the Apoſtle's 
Words in another Caſe) ſay, Ibo then can be 
faved? But, however, Paul and Barnabas were 


true Belieyers, and yet it happen'd they were an- 
80 one with another: And if they were true 
li 


evers (which can't be deny*d) ths plain, that 

they (like other good People) were imperfect. 
Let us now take a little Notice what St. Pau] 
faith of himſelf, concerning his o Experience: 
And as we ſhall turn to the viith of the Romans, 
we ſhall endeavour to anſwer that abſurd, igno- 
rant Aſſertion, that Paul characteriſes a natural 
Man. The Perfe#ionifts truly, tell us, that we 
have no more Texts to quote againſt their Doctrine 
but the vüth of the Romans; there is all your 
RO ſay they: But they quite forget what the 
oſtle' in Cal. v. 17. ſays, Where he ſpeaks 
jk in the ſame manner as he does in Ram. vii 
or the Flefp, ſaith he, Iuſteth againſt the Spirit, 
and the Spirit againſt the Fleſh, 5 that (obſerve 
it) ye cannot do the things that ye would. Surely 
he 5 not character iſing a natural Man * 

an 


* 


> C15} 
and yet this is in che ſame-Strain- with that Ka- 
preſſion, I bat I would, that do I not, Sec. 
and to the ſame Purpoſe likewiſe is Col: iii, 5. and 
Eph. vi. 12, Ce. But let us, if poſſible, mani⸗ 
feſt to them (it they are not totally blinded). that 
the Apoſtle-ſpeaks of his owF, as alſo of! che 
Experience of other Believers in the viith of the 
Romans. And this we ſhall do in _ ow * 
Method. FO, N 
1ſt, 1 notice to whom the Epil. 4. 
1 ected. þ WT} F017 
_- 2dly, Of 1 Coherence of che Chapter with 
the preceeding one. 080 
34%, Enquire into the Marks and Characters 
which are given in it, of this pretended natural 
Man, and ſee to whom they moſt agree. 
ft, Then lev us take notice to — the Epiſtle 
is writ (on which we ſhall be very brief) we finti 
them by the th Verſe of Chap. i. to be, the h 
loved of the Lord call d to be Saints & c. Ehe 
were ſuch as had. taſted, that the Lord is 
ſuch who had been call d out of Darknets and u- 
perſtitious Ignorance, into the glorious Lighwof 
the Goſpel : They were once heatheniſh Idola- 
ters; but now, thro? Grate, made obedient 0 
the Faith of the Lord J eſus: To theſe the Apo- 
ſtle directs his Diſcourſe, To the beloved of be 
Lord, call iu de Saints af Rome. Let us: 
by the way retnark the Order of the Titles, "ths 
Apoſtle gives theſe believing Roman. 
I, Beloved of the:Lordi By which he inti- 
mates, that the Grace ang: Favour of God ib the 
Source and Spring of all other ſpiritual Metoies 
and Privilege. % hne 
2dly, We may obſerve; that they are ſtibud 
the called. By which we — Vo. 


cation 


- .£% * 3 


616) a 
cation is the Fruit and Conſequence of eternal 


þ Love and Favour. . 
| -3dly, We may take notice of the end to which 
18 they are call'd, i. e. to be Saints; call'd to be. 
M Saints, Whence note, the Ignorance: of thoſe, 

18 who ſay that eternal Deſigns of Salvation to ſome, | 
. ſhuts out Holineſs; when we ſee here, that Ho- 


Iineſs is the inſeparable Conſequence of this Love. 
Let us now in the os 


bi 2d Place, Take notice of the Coherence of the 
* viith with the preceeding Chapter. In the vith 
A Chapter, the Apoſtle is diſcourſing of Believers 
4 being free from Sin and the Law, as to their 
1 condemning Power: For, ſays he, Ver. 14. Sin 
1 ſhall not have Dominion over you; for ye are 
1k not under the Law, but under Grace. That the 
i Apoſtle means by Sin not having Dominion over 
1 | them, that it ſhould not have Power to curſe them: 
l for the Commiſſion of it, is very plain from 
110 the Reaſon he gives for the Aſſertion, Ze are not 
ot under the Law, but under Grace. What can the 
bl: Apoſtle mean by their not being under the Law? 
Wl! | Not that as they were under Grace, they might 
pt live as they liſt, and that there was no Law for 
bl} their Obedience. This, I ſay, cannot be the 
meaning of it: Wherefore it muſt be, that as 
1 they were not under the Law, as to their Expec- 
| tation of Salvation by their Obedience to it; as 
"i they had truſted, -thro? Grace, to the Lord Jeſus 
* and his Righteouſneſs, for their Juſtification; 
bi | therefore, neither Sin nor the Law, ſhould have 
Ft any Power or Authority to condemn them. Ha- 
1 ving thus told them of their Freedom from the 
1 condemning Power of the Law, becauſe Chriſt 
1 | had fulfi xd is, and had in their places and ftead 
5 ſuffer' d the Curſes of it, which were due to — 
it £0128; 

ll} 

TY 


(17) 

and as they had ſubj ected themſelves to him, &c, 
he goes on to the Tha of che Chapter, to ſhew 
them, that all this ſhould excite them to Obe- 
dience to Chtiſt, and to follow after Righteoul- 
neſs; and tells them, that as the Wages of Sin, 
to which they were once Servants, | was Death 
eternal; ſo now, thro* Chriſt Feſtus," the Gift" of 
God is eternal Life: And then he brings in the 
viith Chapter, ſtill going on with the Thread of 
Diſcourſe z for we , muſt -remember, chat the 
Diſtinction of Chapters was not made in tlie 
Epiſtle, when, firſt wrote; the Whole Epiſtle be. 
ing all one entire, conſiſtent Thread of Diſcourſe, 
one thing bringing in anorher; and then, by a 
continue Diſcouk on the Law, the vitth Cn 
ter comes in. | a mY 
Ver. 1. Know ye not, Brethren, (for J. ge 
them that know the Lato ) how that the Lat bug 
Dominion over a Man ſo long as be liveth.”- The 

Words contain d i in the Paregtheſis.* our Perfer- 
tionifts tell us, plainly manifeſt, that the Apd- 
{le directs his Diſcourſe to a batural Man. But, 
I think, it plainly demonſtrates the Reverſe. 
And, I am perfwaded, if they know any thing 
(by the hie of the Law and: themſelves, they 
muſt q, that in their natural State th Knew 
little or nothing of the Law of God: ' Nay, it 
may be, they a troubled themſelves about 2 
or if the 17 ny y Thoughts of it, *rwas | 

2 


a «ſup They thought if they ha 


| by 2 like other good People 
they hey hp te Law © fufficiently,' and would have 


been mighty angry, had any Body told them they 

knew nothing (as they 1 to have KOI.) 
The bare ent ge of the external Commands 
| of God's Law, eee 


* + a &* & $44 1 
\ 
: a 


* 
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en cke Marriage Union of Believers? Wherefore 


n 

and; indeed, it very well ſufficeth him; he thinks 
if he knows that, he knows enough: Such is the 
Blindneſs and Ignorance of Man by Nature, But the 
Believer's Knowledge is vaſtly different; He ſees the 
wide and boundleſs Extent of the Law; how that 
it reaches the moſt minute Thought or Motion of 
the Mind; that it pryes into the inmoſt Receſſes 
of the Heart, and condemns the leaſt ſtirring of 
Sin. - This, and a Sight of the Impotency of our 
Natures, to fulfil the leaſt Iota of this broad, ex- 
tenſive Law, is what entitles a Man to the Name 
of a Anower of the Law; Surely. the Apoſtle, 


who remember'd his own narrow Knowledge of 


the Law when unregenerate, would never have 
given the Character of a Knower of the Law to 
à natural Man: He would never have addreſsd 
himſelf to a Man in a State of Nature, to diſ- 
courſe with him on ſuch a ſublime Subject, as the 
Freedom Believers have from the Law, thro 
their Union and Marriage to Chriſt : This would 


have been caſting his Pearls before Swine indeed. 


Might not the natural Man (as they always do) 
have turn'd again and rented him, as it were; 
have laugh'd at and ridicul'd him for. his Diſ- 
courſe. Might not he have ſaid, What a Pack 


of filly Fools are theſe ſame Apoſtles? What 
« a fooliſh, inconſiſtent Piece of 
got by the end? Who knows what they mean 
by being married to Chriſt ? There may have 
been ſuch, a Man as Jeſus, for what, I know ? 
but to talk of being ni. 


aff, have they 


| z married to him, is ſuch 
thuſiaſts would have thought of ſuch a thing. 
Might not this (as it certainly nom is) have been 


777 1 ible N — 1 that none but mad 
Enthuſi 


the Anſwer of a natural Man to Paul's Diſcourſe 


4 * 


the 


(19) | 


the Ceneluſion from the Parentheſi (7 peak, 9 
them that know the Law) that the Apoſtle thro 
the whole Chapter characteriſes a natural Man, is 
very groundlels ; and if they have no better Ar- 
guments to ſypport their natural Expoſition of it 
(as, I think, it will appear they have not) they 
will be eaſily overtur e. 88 
There is another Expoſition of this Parentheſis 
(1 ſpeak to them, &c.) and that is by way of Sup- 
oſition, that the Apoſtle addreſſes himſelf to ſome 
Yews who were in the Church of Rome, 4. d. 1 
Ipeak to you Jes who know the Law, i. e. who 
have all your Life-time ſtudied the Law, and are 
well acquainted with the Injnnctions of Obedience 
the Law lays on every Man, and the Curſes it 
denounces againſt the Violaters: You muſt know 
that the Law requires perfect Obedience from a 
Man, ſo long as he liveth. This Expoſition af 
the Words 'may, poſſibly, be true; bur the three 
following Reaſons, I. think, juſtly diſallow. it. 
 1/, The immediate Coherence of this with the 
preceeding Chapter ſeems to ſhew, that the Apo- 
ſtle 47 on the Diſcourſe with the very ſame 
erſons. „ 

24h, If theſe ems to whom the Apoſtle 18 
ſuppogd to direct his Diſcourſe, were not con- 
verted, they did not, by all their Acquaintance 
with the Law, Know. more, nor ſo much as a 
converted Roman, and, if converted, they were 
bak a Len , 
34%, If the Sentence is ſpoken to Jes uncon- 
verted, the Life Which is ſpoken of in Ver. 1. 
muſt n 2 natural Life, which che Whole 
Scope of the Chapter utterly forbids , the A 17 


all the while ſpeaking of ſpiricyal Life and 
with reſpe&t to de ; 


aw, 80 that, I think, s 
„ very 
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| £88 ) 
very plain, the Apoſtle ſtill keeps on-his Diſcourſe 
with the very ſame Perſons ; he ſpeaks to con- 
verted People, be they Fews or Romans, or both 
together. It may here be objected, What need 
then is there for this Parentheſis, if the Apoſtle 
ſtil] ſpeaks to the ſame Perſons? I anſwer, that 
the Apoſtle, by this Parentheſis, puts that in- 
to an Affirmation which he is queſtioning : 
Know ye not, Brethren (for I ſpeak to them 
that know the Law) i. e. J am fully perſwa- 
ded you do know the Law; wherefore I need 


make no Queſtion about it; you all very well 


know, Sc. there is juſt ſuch another Expreſſion 
of Paul's in Acts xxvii. 27. King Agrippa, believeſt 
thou the Propbets ? I know that thou believeſt. 
This ſeems juſt the ſame as the Expreſſion in hand; 
Know ye not? I am ſure ye know, for I am 
ſpeaking to ſuch as know the Law: And this 
ſenſe is further ſtrengthned, if we connect the 1ſt 
with the 4th Verſe, leaving out the Example of 
the Man and Wite (which is only brought by wa 

of Illuſtration, and hinders not the Connection) 
The Words thus connected will run after this 
manner: My Brethren, who, I am perſwaded, 
are ſpiritually acquainted with the Demands of 
the Law, you certainly know that the Law rules 
and has Dominion over a Man, ſo long as he liveth, 
i. e. ſo long as he expects Life by his Performance 
of its Demands, the Law has Power to curſe him 
for the leaſt Violation of it, being well aſſur'd of this, 
Ver. 4. Ye are become dead to theLaw, by the Body of 
Chriſt, &c. i. e. ſeeing you thus know the Law 
ſpiritually, ye are become dead to it in your Ex- 
pectations of Life by your Obedience, and that 
by the Body of Chriſt, by your Knowledge of 


the perfect Righteouſneſs, which Chriſt in his 
ö own 


(R 
own Body wrought out: You have left off 
expecting Salvation by the Law, inaſmuch as 
you have ſeen that you can't, and that Chriſt has 
in your ſtead perfectly fulfilbd the Law. Thus 
then, the Coherence of the Chapter with the pre- 
ceding one, in ſome meaſure takes away the No- 
tion of a natural Man being characterisd, inaſ- 
much as it appears, that the Apoſtle ſtill conti- 
nues his Diſcourſe to the ſame Perſons, and on 
the ſame Subject. We come now in the 5 
34 Place, To enquire into the Marks and 
Characters which are given in the Chapter of this 
pretended natural Man: And this we ſhall do 
by ſome brief Annotations on the whole Chapter, 
and make Obſervations to whom the Charatters 
given moſtly belong, as we go on. 7 
Let us proceed then from the 4th Yer. In the 
latter part of it he tells them, that the Conſequence 
of their being married to Chriſt, is, that they 
ſhould bring forth Fruit to God. He tells them, 
that the Fruit they now bring forth ſince their 
Marriage to Chriſt, is quite different from their 
former Fruit; For (lays he, Ver. 5.) when we 
were in the Fleſh, i.e, when we were not percep- 
tively married to Chriſt, h, Motions of Sin, which 
were by the Law, which the Law diſcover'd to us, 
did work in our Members to bring forth Fruit an- 
to Death; i. e. the Sight of our ſinful ſelves by. 
the Law, put us upon working for Life and Sal- 
vation, tho?, in reality, it was but bringing forth 
Fruit unto Death : For had we been never fo 
holy, the Law requir'd us to be more ſo, and 
curſed us for our Non- Performance. Hence, by 
the way, obſerve what a woful Taſk-Maſter the 
Law is; Let us be never ſo upright and holy, 
and go on doing the beſt we can; yet the Law 
| | C 3 requires 


( 22) 
requires ſtill more, and damns if we don't go for- 
ward: Jam. ii. 10. If thou offendeſt in one Point 
thou ar! guilty of all, and Gal. iii. 10. Curſed is be 
that continueth not in all things written in the Book 
of the Lau to do them, The Law will either have 
all, or elſe puniſh eternally z *tis like the Exyptions 


with 1frac!; they oblig'd them to make the ſame 


Number of Bricks when they did, as when they 
did not gather their Straw : Even fo the Law 
requires every Jot as much from thee, now thou 
bat loſt thy Strength, as it did when thou hadſt it. 
Ver. 6. But now we are deliver'd from the 
Law, that being dead wherein wwe were held; 
9.4, now we are married we are deliver'd, and 
are freed from the Law, with regard to its Cur- 
ſesz we are well aſſur'd that the Law can ne- 


ver hurt us; tho? we do fall ſhort in our Obe- 


cence, we have a perfe& Righteouſneſs imputed 
to us, capable of anſwering all the Demands of 
the Law; and being found in that, the Law can 
do us no Harm: We are deliver'd from-it that 
we fhould ſerve in the newneſs of the Spirit, and 
not in the oldneſs of the Leiter; i. e. our Service 
to the Law, fince our Marriage-Union,* is out of 


Obedience and Love to our Huſband, our Per- 


formances ſpringing from the Love of the Spirit 


| Thed abroad in our Hearts: We ſerve, not as 


formerly, in the oldneſs of the Letter, out of a 
Fear of the Curſes of the Law, or out of ſer- 
vile Hopes to obtain Salvation by our lame Per- 
formances; but becauſe our Redeemer has effec- 

* By Marriage Union, is here meant, the Perception of 


eur Intereſt in, and Union with Chrifl. Becauſe Believers 
may be ſaid to be united to Chriſt two ways: (iſt.) Really be- 


fore the Foundation of the World ; and (2dly,) Vitally, in time, 


i.e, peritiwely, when they receive Life and Strength from 
him as a Head of Influence. 8 F 
tually 
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of the Letter; he does it all out of a Fear of 


cannot be natural Men. But to proceed: 


+ Ver. 
7 * * 
N * * \ 0 14. e 


' wiſe than God has fix'd it, The leaſt Uneaſineſs 


Eat 2 
Ver. 7. What ſhall we ſay then, is the Law 
Sin? God forbid. This Objection is ſtarted to 
the Aſſertion in the th Ver. concerning the Mo- 
tions of Sin by the Law. If ſo, ſays the Apo- 


ſtle, ſome will object, that the Law is Sin. God 


ferbid (ſays he;) God forbid that any ſhould 
think thus of the, pure Law of God. Now to 
anſwer this Objection, and to defend the Holineſs | 
and Purity of the Law, he adds, Nay, I had 
not known Sin, but by the Law: For I had not 
known Luſt, except the Law had ſaid, Thou ſhalt 
not cavet ; q. d. the Law cannot be Sin; for I 
had not known Sin my ſelf, except the Law had 


diſcover'd it. The Force of the Apoſtle's Argu- 


ment may be illuſtrated by this Syllogiſm. That 
which diſcovers, forbids, and ſtrictly condemns 


Sin, cannot be Sin, nor the Cauſe of it: But the 
holy Law of God does this in, and to the Con- 


ſcience of the Sinner: Therefore, it is neither 


Sin, nor the Cauſe of it. Now here comes in 
the Point, does the Apoſtle by J, in this Verſe, 


mean himſelf, or does he go about to characte- 


riſe another, viz. a natural Perſon ? I think that 
it ſeems as plain and as viſible as the Sun at 
Noon, that it is the very ſame I that ſpeaks in 


— 
x 


the firſt Verſe. But, let us examine and ſee whe- 


ther a Perſon deſtitute of the Spirit of God knows 


and ſees that the leaſt motion or ſtirring of Sin, 
without the formal or outward Tranſgreilion of the 
Law, incurs the Curſes which the Law denounces. 
There is more, vaſtly more contain'd in this Word 
. covet, than the natural Man apprebends: The 
Word in the Greek od e7:0% pices;, fignifies, ho 
Halt not deſire : What muſt we not deſire? Not 
only our Neighbour's Houſe, Wife, Servant, &c. 


but we muſt not defire the leaft Thing to be other- 


as 


as to our > Circumſtances; either of Soul c or 


| I, that the Law muſt, in the Spirit's Hand, 


( 25) 

2 
is a Breach of the Tenth Commandment: If we 
covet or deſire the State our Neighbour is in, we 
are guilty of the whole Law; for if we offend 
only in one Point, the reſt will all follo p. 

The Aſſembly's Catechiſm gives an excellent De- 
finition, both of what the Tenth Commandment 
requires and forbids. 

« Queſt. 80. What is requir'd in the 7 enth 
&« Commandment ? 

« Anſ. The Tenth Commandment 

te full Contentment with our on Condition; 
« with a right and charitable Frame of Spire to- 
<« wards our Neighbour, and all that is his. 
« Heb. xiii. 3. Rom. xii. 15. 1 Cor. xiii. 4, 5, 6. 
„ Queſt, 81. What is forbidden in the Th enth 
«© Commandment ? 
„ Ayſ. All Diſcontentment with our own 
« Eſtate, envying or grieving at the good of 
% our Neighbour, with all inordinate Motions 
« and Affections to any ching o that is his. 1 Cor. x. 
« 10. Gal. v. 26. Col. iii. 5.” 

The natural Man may perhaps ſee, that 1 in any 
way to deſire what is another's is Sin; but he 
does not obſerve, that the leaſt Diſcontent, the 


— 


leaſt Wiſh, that Things and Circumſtances were 
otherwiſe chan they are, is alſo a Violation of 
God's holy Law ; this, I ſay, a natural Man does 


not ſee ; and it is one, nay, the firſt thing the A- 

poſtle tells us the Law diſcover'd to him, viz. that 
Defire was Sin: I had not known Luſt; except the 
Law had ſaid, Thou ſhalt not covet. A Perſon that 
underſtands by Luſt, no more than an eager De- 
fire after another, or another's Property, cannot 
be ſaid to know Sin by the Law, for he does not 
ſee how far the Law extends. Wherefore we 


be 


— 1 
ws, 4. -- > - 
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— 
—— —— — ——— — — —-V—ð uæ 2ti . — -— —_ —— ICT 


— 
2 8 = by 
Fan — Parr 8 - ” - - — — * ws 
- ow ROE Fer © PSS CESS 516 ERS 27> 2 4 . 
— — — — — — — —.— — — — _— — 


be open'd: and ſet home to the Sinner, before he 


Fa * 


can know. what Sin really is; and when this js 
agen vo the Soo 3 canor by fe. that 
the Perſon is in a mere natural State, for he muſt 
have new Eyes to {ee and look by he Laws, and 
the Spirit's Light, how things ſtand within him. 
Ver. 8. Ba Sin taking occaſion by the Law, 
wrought in me all manner of Cancupiſcence : For 
without the Law Sin was dead: Here the Apo- 
ſtle tells us, that that tho“ the Law was not the 
formal Cauſe of .Sin, yet Sin-was an accidental 
Event of the Law, thro? the Corruption and De- 
Pravity of human Nature. Sin taking occaſion by 
the Law, &c. i. e. Sin being made apparent and 
condemn'd by the Law, took occaſion to ſwell it 
ſelf into all manner of Concupiſcence. I ſaw, 4. d. 
in my ſelf, thro? the Law's coming in the Spirits 
Hand, Sin daily more and more appearing and 


ſhewing it ſelf: For without the Law Sin was 


dead; i. e. either, (1/}.) without the Knowledge 
and due Conſideration of the Law Sin is dead 
comparatively ; the inward Motions and Cor- 


ruptions of the Heart not ſo much as known to 
be Sin: Or, (2dlj.) Sin is dead with regard to 
its appearing to condemn the Sinner by his Kn 


OW 


ledge of the Law. In theſe two Senſes Sin 


without the Law is dead: For adds the Apoſtle, 


Ver. 9. 1 was alive without the Law once. 


This Sentence ſhews that the Apoſtle, by the for- 


er Expreſſion, I had not known Sin but by the 
aw, &c. means that he had not known Sin but 


by a Knowledge of the vaſt Extent of the Law's 
_Pemands by the Spirit's Diſcovery. I was alive 
once ; i. e. When J liv'd a Phariſee, and had the 
Law in my Hand (tho' indeed was without the 
Law, as to any Knowledge that it requir'd ex- 


act 


(27) 
act, perfe& Obedience from me.) I contented; - 
my ſelf then with a bare external Obſervation of 
its Demands, and thence congluded my felf ſafe 
and happy : I was very lively then in 2 5 Truſt 
and Confidence to what I-could do, and what 1 
had done, as touching the Righteouſneſs of the 


Law, and thought I was blamelefs, Bar ben 


the Commandment came, i. e. when the Spirit lead 
me, by the Spirituality of the Law, o ſee my 
own Vileneſs and Depraviry, Incapacity and Im- 
potency to fulfil the Law, then Sin reuiud. I 
ſaw then ſuch a Maſs of Corruption as T had ng- 
ver diſcoverd before, $in_reviv/d and I df des 
Dying here is oppogd to Living in the Begi 
of the Verſe. As he was before the coming 
the Commandment, in its true Light and Power, 
alive, in his Hopes of Salvation by his Obedience 
to it; fo now, after it was fully open'd | 
explain'd to him, then he dy d, he gave up then 
all Hopes of Salvation, by ſuch an eruſive, 8 
broad, and curſing Lac. 

I appeal here to — Experience of every Be- 
liever ; nay, even to our Adverſaries. 
Point themſelves (if they know any thing of the 
Nature of a Work of Grace) whether the Ex- 
perience here ſet down was not exactly their Caſe. 
Were not they, in their Unregeneracy, perfectly 
alive in their Hopes and Expectations of Salva- 
tion by their Obedience? Did not they think, 
that if they perform'd a few Externals, Auch as 
Praying, Hearing, Reading, or-the like, chat 
all was well; and, that by theſe means, they 
could ſatisfy Divine Juſtice, and make their Feact 
with God: But when they were enabled to ſee 
their own Vikænels and Sinfulneſs, that Sm-mixd 


itſelf with eyery thing they did, did not hey 
ck e eee, 


this 


* 
. 
= 


( 25 ) 

then, with Paul, die to all their; former Hopes 
and Confidence? and how was all this effected, 
if not by the coming of the Commandment? The 
Spirituality of the Law was by the Spirit open d 
to their anne and in that Glaſs they 
ſaw their terrible Deformity and total Incapacity 
of fulfilling this perfect Law; *twas by this 
means, or none, they dy'd to all Hopes of at- 
taining Salvation by their Obedience. And ſure- 
Iy, thoſe who know any thing of the Methods of 
the Holy Spirit with the Sinner, will never gain- 
ſay this being the Apoſtle's, as well as every 
Believer's Experience. And, if Mr. Weſiey (who 
maintains that Paul characteriſes a natural Man 
in the viith Chapter) when he writ his Hymns, 
ſpoke his own Experience, he muſt by ſaying ſo, 
contradiet what part of one of his Hymns ſets 
forth. The Words are theſe : 


Long have I vainly bop'd and trove 
To force my Hardneſs into Love, 
To give thee all thy Laws require, 

And labour'd in the purging Fire. 
Frail, dark, impure, I ſtill remain, 
Nor hope to break my Nature's Chain; 

The fond jelf-emptying Scheme is paſt, 
And lo! conſtraind, I yield at laſs. 
Hymn pag. 62. 


If this was his Experience, and if he will ſtand 
to it, I am ſure he muſt contradict it when he 
ſays, that the Apoſtle here characteriſes a natural 
Man; for theſe two Verſes juſt tally with the 
Apoſtle in the gthVerſe ; the iſt Verſe tells us, that 
he vainly endeavour'd and hop'd to give the 
Law all its Demands; ſo did Paul, I was alive 


once without the Law: And in the laſt Part of 


the ſecond Verſe he tells us, the fond Scheme 
18 was 


(29) 

was all over, and he was conſtrain'd to yield 
that he could not do what before he vainly hop'd 
and ſtrove to do. And what could blow this 
Scheme away, if not à Sight that the Law re- 
quir'd more than he, with all his Strength and 
Abilities could accompliſh ? This alſo was Paus 
Caſe, But toben the Commandment came, Sin Te- 
vid and I died. Here then, from what has 
been obſerv*d under the th, 8th, and th * — 
I would fix another Argument ag a 
Man being here character d. 515 

Arg. II. Thoſe who are by the Law lead: to 
ſee chi own Vileneſs, inward Corruption and 

Depravity, and, their Impotency, and total Inci- 
pacity to fulfil the Law's Dernands, cannot be 
natural Men: The Perſon here ſpoke of is Haid 
to do all this.: Therefore, this nn n be 
a natural Man. * 5 

Ver. 10. And tht cause which ak 67 
dain'd to Life, I found to be'unto Death. I w 
id the tuo ben. Obſervations on this 
Ye n AHN 10 Dag 

1/, That hs ColnmilaAment -\phicl wid wie 
Promulgation of it deſign'd' or Life, i. e. by 
our obſerving Arictly' its Commands, Life W²a 
to be obtain d, as the Tenour of the Law. Tung 
do this and Ive; this Commandment, which was 
thus ordained to Life, the Apoſtle found to be 
unto Death; f. e. thro the Wealkneſs of the 
Fleſh, the Law, which would otic& have given 
1 tlie Obſervadce of its Inu — now 

icſelf to be 4 Lay that br fbthing; 

but Death; inafmuch 45 the Din " thao? Ind 
perfection, Þ"tmable_'to anſwer! its perfect Ro- 
quiremetits” Or the Senſe of the Words may be 
taken thus, which better agrees With the . 


2aly, 
. 


＋ 


(30) 
auh, The Word ordain'd is not in the Greek, 
neither do I ſee any great Occaſion for. it: The 
Greek text runs thus, xi 4ver0y jor 1 C i eie Leiv, 
auTh eds Oliv, £3 mandatum quod inventum eſt 
mibi ad vitam idem inveutum et ad martem: I 
would read the Words in this manner. And the 
Commandment which I found unto Life, the ſame 
I ſpund unto Death, i. e. the Commandment 
ich, before the Spirit ſet it home in its pra 

ight, I expected to give me Life by m Obe. 
dience to it, I afterwards found unto Death ; in- 
afmuch as it ſhew'd me my great Imperfections 
and Short-comings, and ſhew'd me that it curſed 
every thing not as pure as it ſelf. And this ſenſe, 
I think, the Apoſtle confirms by the following 
Verſe, (Ver. 11.) For Sin, taking accafion by the 


Commandment, deceived me, by it flew me; 
g. d. thro* my knowledge of — Li Sin appear- 


dad to be exceeding ſinful, and I faw that I con- 
tinually deviated. from the Law; for the 4 


ener, which is tranſlated deceived,. ſign 

to lead out of the way: And, ſo the Abele 
thro' his Knowledge of the Law's Extent, ſaw - 
that Sig every Moment of his Life lead him out 
of the way, lead him into continual Breaches of 
the Law, and by this means, Sin by the Law 
flew: bin; flew all his Hopes of Life and Salva- 
tion by it; ſince he ſaw by it, that ſo far 
from 1 it, he was by Sin's Insuener conti- 
nually violating it. 

„ Ver. 12. Wherefore the, Law 88 and the 
holy, wah, e ay 1 * 


he: Apoſtles Concluſion of he. pies 3 
Bace the Law, has thus ſhewn me my a 
| Sin, 


tion, and diſcover'd {bat in me to be 
which I did not know to be ſo before, and hs 


ſhewn 


* a 


(31) 

fhewh how incapable I am : to fulfil ict In 
20, at the ſame; time, has condemn theileaft 
mY of Sin, : TAY, is holy, 
55 or elſe ir would never pry 
ſs iritly e i abſoletely condemn mh | 
inward Corrupt 9 . 
Ver. 13. + hen that which i el ** 
Death unt ? Gh forbal. But Sis, that it 
tight appear 4 Ve Kn, Worn g. Deab in me by 
that tbhich In go that dn by Ihe Commandment 
might berome exceedin ful, This Odjection 
the Apoſtle puts, that he may clear up His Mean- 
ng, Selling Whit he had: fai the tuch, 
12h, Abd 12 t Voſs - He hal toll cbem, We 
the Conimandment hich was found by him to 
Life, he had Fund alſe to Death; and he had 
allerted. that the Ew for all At was 
juſt, and g "Was then, ys he, har which 
is good nude Meath ano es ?" he anſwers, C 
forbid. * The Law Was not made Death anto wle, 
but this is What "was Death ee ine, even d 
ſhewing itlelf to de ' exceeding ful chro' 
Knowledge of tir piire, holy: h Law f 0d 
was Sin that contlcthihl and fle. ine, 2 
ing itſelt in the hs 5 the Law, to beiabove 
 meaftire finfül. A Perſott's Being Hain lehre: Me 
Law ſhewing 108 Gfeovering Sin, isl jaſt ela 
Perſon that is a vr Filth," "a Joes not KR 
it; but bring the Man to a bright rauipaecht 
laß, and then he diſcovits hat ae am ete, 
naſty Condition he g ip. Nöw goohe Wil kx, 


* che Glaſs ide che Perfon u yen 
it is with khel . and the Siniitt : e 
him all over Füch, but he is 


it: And When che Aw ſer befure eder 
- riariner, © then her finds whit u. Woful-Figere 


— 
* 
28 


(32) 
has made him. I ſay, ſet before him in a right 
manner, becauſe the Law may be ſet before a 


Sinner, but not in a right manner; as the Glaſs 


might have been ſet before a Man, with the 
Back to his Face, and then he would have re- 
main'd, as ignorant as before: So likewiſe, the 


Law may be ſet before the oper with the back 


parts foremoſt, he may view it externally, - but 
this will not do, an external View of the Law 
will never diſcover internal Corruptions ; where- 
fore, when the Law is fully open'd and rightly 
ſet before the Sinner, then Sin appears in its 
blackeſt Colours, and condemns and kills the 
Sinner. Tis Sin that is made Death, the Law 
ſtill remaining as at firſt, holy, juſt, and good. 

Ver. 14. For we know that the Law is ſpiri- 
tual, &c, What we can poſſibly be here meant? 
a Parcel of natural Men? certainly not, for the 
Apoſtle tells us, 1 Cor. ii. 14. that the natural 
Man receiveth not the Things of the Spirit of God; 

for they are Fooliſhneſs unto him; neither can be 
know them; becauſe they are ſpiritually diſcerned. 
The Apoſtie here totally excludes the natural 
Man from any Knowledge of the things of the 
Spirit of God, hot that becauſe he is deſtitute of 
1 Minn Underſtanding or Diſcernment. Where- 
Twi it is Believers, and them alone, that can ſay, 
we know! that the Law is ſpiritual, and the Con- 
ſequence ;of this Knowledge of the Law's: Spiri- 
tuality is, as the Apoſtle adds, but I am carnal, 


' ſold under Sin. When a Soul is led to ſee. the 


ſtrict Perfection and Holineſs of the Law, be 
- breaks out; I am carnal, I am by Nature ſinful, 


ö 217 and wicked, ſold fin my carnal Principles) 


aden Sin... How! ſay the Wa by ys can a 
2a true Believer, made free by Ja 
us 
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Jeſus, and yet be carnal, ſold under Sin? Lan- 
ſwer, very eaſily. And it is for want of a due 
Knowledge wherein the Freedom from Sin con- 
fiſts, that ſtarts the Objection. To be free from”... 
Sin, is to have a Knowledge and Perception that” a WY 
the Lord Jeſus, by his Blood and Sacrifice, has i 

taken away the Curſe which Sin brings with it, 
and that in particular for thy Soul, whoever thou 
art, that art free from Sin. But che Apoſtle ex- 
plains his being ſold under Sin, by manifeſting; 
that he was not perfect, and that he had ſtill I 
Principle in him, that continually induc'd bim 

to that which is evil. . 

Ver. 16. For that which I do, I Wow: A 5 

Obſerve here the Oppoſition of the two Prin- 

ciples; that which I, thro the Carnality of the - 
old Man do, that I with the new Man allow not, 
For what I would, that do I not; but what * 
hate, that do J. Now. who will ſay, that the 
natural Man does what he allows not, or Wwhar 
he hates, when the Scripture ſays, he 'drinketh 
Iniguity like Water, Job xv. 16. and how is that; 
bur with Pleaſure, with Delight, with Approba- * 
tion? And it muſt be thus, becauſe the natural 

_ has no Principle but what allows of all = 

dess 

Ver. 16. if thew I do that which I would not; 

I conſent to the Law that it is good. This Verſe 
is a Concluſion from the two preceeding ones; 
for, ſays he, if I have a Principle that leads me 
to deteſt that which is Sin, which my old carnal 
Principles lead me to commit, I do then conſent 
to the Law, I coinſide with it againſt my ſinful 
Actions, I acknowledge my ſelf to be — 
28 to Nature's Principles, and the Law to be 
9 This chen another — 


— 


(634) 
e a dazu Man being hers 
t III. Whoever feds a Arnciple in bins 
that- a ng and 'abhors Sin, and loves the Law' 
of God on account of its Purity; or, in the Apo- 
ſtle's Words, that finds the Spirit luſting againſt 
1 the Fleſh, Kc. (Gal. v. 17.) ſuch a one cannot be a 
. mere natural Perſon: But the Perſon here is ſaid 
oi to hate and diſallow what he does, and to love 
and approve of the Law in its. Spirituality : 
Therefore, the Perſon here character d cannot 
be a natural Man. - 
er. 17. Now then, it is no more 7 that 45 it, 
but Sin that dwelleth in me. What an Heap of 
Inconſiſtencies muſt be in-this Chapter, If a na- 
tural Man were ſpeaking: I do and I do not, is 
the whole Diſcourſe for ſix or ſeyen Verſes. 
Would not any one think me very fooliſh and 
nonſenſical were 1 to ſay, I do write, only I do 
not, tho* our Per fectioniſts are as fooliſſi in their 
Arguments as ſuch Talk. I was diſcourſing once 
with one of them upon Perfection, and he own'd, 
that Sin would never be totally rooted out till 
Death, but ſaid, that it might be ſo kept down 
as not to ſtir. Upon this J aſk'd, — ®oG 
Latialiy was: = anſwer'd (I ſuppoſe, as he 
thought like a Scholar) that Sin was Deſire. To 
this I anſwer'd, that if Sin was Defire, it muſt 
be always ative, for a Deſire is certainly an Act 
put forth: From whence it will follow, that Sin 
can never be ſo kept down, but what it will ſtir. 
This he would not — tho? before he own'd 
that Sin was Deſire, Who feces not the Abſurdi- 


= The Term g egen ropes, bat I know 
ue bring ba to a Hate, 1 
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Deſre, ariſes, from-the Apoſtle's Words # 41 | 
uuictic, thou ſhalt not covet, or luſt, or deſire, Has 
Such a Deſire they, as the Law forbids, is Sin . 
for Sin 4s:4be T. ranſgreſſion of the; Law. But, 


08): 
tf, that Sin, tho its Eſſence, be Deſire, vet. 
exiſt, or be in a Perſon, where here ner l 
Deſire, or this acting of; Sin? 4 * 8 
The Notion in this Diſcourſe of Lin | N * 


however; obſerve in this 17th Verſe, the Apoſtle 
ſays, it is no; mare 1 but Sin, &c. here is a flat 
Contradiction to what had been fad before (if 
a natural Man be characteris dq) he had ſaid be- 
fore, /bat which I do I allow not, and here he 
ſays, it ig no more I that do it. How muſt we 
reconcile this? Never by their Scheme: For iſ a 
natural Man be here repreſented, then a natural 
Perſon, with his carnal, ſinful Principles, at, one 
and the ſame time, may hate and love one and 
the ſame thing. Now it is plain, that a natural 
Man loves Sin entirely, how then can be be ſaid 
to hate it, as the Perſon here is? except, 28 L 


ſaid before, a Man may hate and love one and 


the ſame thing, at one and the ſame time, with 
one and the fame Principle, which is utterly im- 
poſſible. And I know no Principle that the na- 
tural Man has but vicious ones. But here is the 
thing, Paul had now, other Principles than he 
had in a natural State, and theſe were what diſ- 


allow'd all. the natural Man, the carnal Fü 


ples e 5 
Ver. 18. For 1 know that in. me. 6 {bat 16. i 


good ; find. not. Here is ocker Seelen 
(according to their way) the A poſtle, in the 15th 


Toy tells us, he _— b 


this 


( 36) 

this was Certainly a good thing to hate Sin; but 
here he ſays, no good thing dwelt in him: But 

obſerve how carefully he interprets in me (that is, 
in my Fleſh) it was in his Fleſh, in his carnal 
Principles, that no. good thing dwelt, for *tis the 
* Fleſh luſteth againſt the Spirit, Gal. v. 17. Now 
can a carnal, natural Man come off with this 
Reſerve, that it is in his Fleſh and not 1n his 
Mind Sin dwells? No, the natural Man is all 
_ Fleſh, i. e. he has nothing in him but ſinful, 
carnal Principles, and they that are in the Fleſb 
cannot pleaſe God. To will is preſent, but how 
to perform I find not. Here is the grand Diffe- 
rence between a natural and a renewed Perſon; 
the firſt, while in that State, finds neither Will 
nor Power to perform that which is good; the 
latter continually finds a Will, but oftentimes 
wants Power. . | 

The 19th and 2oth Verſes entirely agree with 
the 15th and 17th Verſes; Ver. 19. For the good 
that I would, I do not; but the Evil I would not 
that do I. Ver. 15. For that which I do, I allow 
not; for what I would, that do I not; but what 
I hate, that do J. Here we ſee that the Apo- 
ſtle continually harmoniſes in his Declarations of 
what he is by Nature, and what by Grace: By 
Nature he loves and cheriſhes Sin; by Grace he 
deteſts and abhors it. Obſerve now the 20th 
and 15th Verſe; 20th, Now, if I do, that I 
would not, it is no more I, but Sin that dwelleth 
in me. Ver. 17. Now, then it is no more I, but © 
Sin that dwelletb in me. In both Places he care- 
fully diſtinguiſhes between his gracious and na- 
tural Principles: With the firſt, he loves the 
Law and abhors Sin; with the other he loves 
Sin and hates the Law. | 77 
15 Ver. 
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Ver. 21. 1 find then a Law that when I „ 


do good, evil is preſent with me. Here is the 


grand Concluſion, I find then, &c. After all, g. 4. 


* 
/ X 


— 


this is what I aſſert, I find a Law, a Principle i a 


me as impulſive as a Law, that when I would do 
good, evil is preſent, &c. «oi vd xaxiy @aggnevan, 


evil lies near me, it ſticks cloſe to me, it preſents _ 


itſelf whenever I will that which 1s good. 


Ver. 22. For 1 delight in the Law of God after 


the inward Man. Now, can a natural Man de- 
light in the Law of God after the inward Man? 
perhaps it may be anſwer'd; Yes, he may de- 
light in it notionally and ſpeculatively. 

Anſ. 1 really don't rightly underſtand what it 
is to delight in the Law of God notionally and 


ſpeculatively; but 1 put the Objection, becauſe 


I have read a Letter, wherein the Perſon was ar- 
guing againſt this viith of the Romans being the 
Experience of a Believer, and when he came to 
this 22d Verſe, I delight, &c. he ſaid it was ve- 
ry poſſible ſo to do; nay, he knew it by Ex- 
perience, for he himſelf delighted in the Law of 
God, long before he was effectually wrought up- 
on by the Spirit. I wiſh this Perſon was ever 


effectually wrought upon; I am ſure the preſent 


way he is got in, is no Proof that he has been. 
But, however, the Apoſtle cannot be talking of 
any Delight the naturał Man can take in the 


Law of God, and that N theſe two Reaſons : 


if, Becauſe this Deligi in the Law after the 
inward Man, is directly oppogd to that Princi- 
ple, which preſented Sin, whenever the Apoſtle 
wild that which was good. 
Za, Becauſe the inward Man is for the moſt 
Part in. Scripture made uſe of to ſignify the new 


mamas which every Believer has in his Soul at 
ff 
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E Time of Regeneration: Thus, Eph. iii. 16. 
Strengiben you with all might in the inner Man: 
And 2 Cor. iv. 16. The. inward Man is renewed 
Day by Day: Thus alſo David delighted to do 
the Will of God, becauſe his Law was within his 
Heart. 
Ver. 23. But I ſee another 8 in ny Mem- 
bers warring againſt the Law in my Mind, and 
bringing me into Captivity to the Law of Sin 
evhich is in my Members.” A late Annotator takes 
Notice that the Apoſtle in this Chapter ſpeaks of 
four Laws, which are continually at Variance, 
two on one fide, and two on the other. (1.) The 
Law: of God and the Law of the Mind. (2.) 
The Law of Sin and the Law. of the Members. 
By the Law of God, | he. underſtands his Word: 
By the Law of the Mind, Grace in the Heart: 
By the Law of the Members, carnal. Luſt and 
Concupiſcence; abd by the Law of Sin, the 
corrupt Principles by which Sin govergs. Thus 
far he. Now after the Apoſtle had thus largely 
ſpoke of the remaingler of indwelling rd 
he cries out, 

Ver. 24. Ob! aretihaed Man that Fa am; who 
ſhall. tales me from the Body of this Death. 
Whoſe Language can this be, the natural or the 
ſpiritual Man's; the 3 or the Unregene- 
rate? Our daily Ex c tells us. Whoever 
hears a natural Man complaiping of che Body of 
Sin? of his indwelling Corruption? of the Plague 
ol his naughty ſinful Heart? None I am er- 
tain. The Language of the natural Man is, er 
us eat and drink, for tor morrotm wes die. Let 
us now take our Hl: of Pleaſure, let us, while 
we do live, enjoy our ſelves: Death wilt-preſent- 
ly overtake us, and then we ſhall have 9 


"mov aut. .. 


* „ we 


cr i in Awellig Corruption, that loaths and deteſts 
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all our 
our full ih in B A, we ſhall be ſt = 
ſoon enough ; let us not then impede our ſelves. 
This is the natural Man's Language, and not 
who ſhall deliver me, or help me to get 
this Body of Death. But however, Sin was the 
Burden and Trouble of the Apoſtle, and js ſo of 
all true Believers; they groan under the Domi- 
nion and Power of indwelling Corruption: But 
here's the Happineſs and Comfort of all; the Be- 
liever knows where his Deliverance lies, he knows, 
he has one that 1 is mighty, and able to ave to 
the utmoſt. 

Ver. 28.1 thank God, thre Feſi Chriſt our 
Lord, &c. This (as I apprehend) means thus 
much: The Apoſtle triumph d and gloried in the | 
Lord Jeſus, who had been his Deliveret from tfię 
Curſe of Sin, and would; thro” Almighty Power, 
be his Deliverer from all indwelling Corruption, 
and chat when Mortality mall have put on In- 
mortality; when the vile Body in which the 
Apoſtle then dwelt, ſhould be made like Chriſt's 
glorious Body, incorraptible and finleſs : This 
was what made the Apoſtle long to be diffolv'd; 
and to be with Chriſt, which he ſaid was far bet- 
ter. Here then I would fix my 4th and laſt Ar- 
2 againſt their natural 1 Expoſition of this 


7 
V. Whoever' iStroubled with the Weight 


himſelf "becauſe of Sin; ant that'can thank God 
for Chriſt Jefus, hom lie Has ſeen has deliver'd 
him from the Carſe of. Sin; and to Whom he 
can by Faith look up, as one who will at laſt 
deliver him from all — Sath # bob 
cannot be a natural Man: But the Perſon here 

D 4 charac- 


ts, and therefore, let us the 
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cCharacteris'd is ſaid to do all this; therefore, the 
Perſon here characteris'd is not a natural Man. 
The Apoſtle ends this Chapter, as I think, 
with an indiſputable Manifeſtation, - that he had 
been ſpeaking all along of himſelf : So then, with 
the: Mind I my ſelf ſerve the Law of God; but 
with the Fleſb the Law of Sin. Obſerve the A- 
poſtle does not only put an J, to ſignify his'own. 
Perſon, but plainly I my felf, I, the very ſame 
identical Paul who now write to you, with the 
Mind ſerve the Law of God, but with the Fleſh, 
&c. q. d. it is really I who have had (thro? Mercy) 
a Work of Grace wrought in my Heart, that 
have been here writing my own Experience to 
you, that have been ſhewing you how to make 
the Diſtinction between your gracious and carnal 
Principles; *tis I, the very ſame who now con- 
clude (as I find Sin has ftill a Dwelling in me) 
that with the Mind I ſerve the Law of God, 
but with the Fleſh I ſtill ſerve the Law. of Sin. 
And then he goes on with the Thread of Diſ- 
courſe in the viiith Chapter; There is therefore, 
now no Condemnation to them that are in Chriſt 
Teſus, who walk not after the Fleſh, but after 
Ihe Spirit. 
There is therefore now, &c. This Concluſion, 
enen has reference to, or is brought from 
e 4th and th Verſes of the viith Chapter, 
which ſpeak concerning Believers being free from 
the Law, by being married to Chriſt : From 
which Verſes the whole Diſcourſe in the viith 
Chapter, is a Digreſſion to anſwer the ObjeCtion 
concerning the Law's. being Sin, tho' the Digreſ- 
ſion is very excellent, and brings in the Words 
of N vüütn Chapter * more Be and 
. glorious 3 


* 


* 


c Ke 


a VU My ws tA 


PhD ms 


r 
- 


„ 


E. e . £& 


(41) 55 
glorious; g. d. my Brethren, now you are mar- 
ried to Chvitt, now you have ſeen your Relation 
to him, and have laid all the Hopes of your Sal- 
vation on what he has done for you, there 1s, 
now no Condemnation. for you; neither Law: 
nor Juſtice has any thing againſt you, tho you 
have ſtill, the Remainders of Corruption (as I 
have been here ſhewing) warring and fighting 
againſt your inward Man z whatever it does, it 
ſhall not condemn you, for in him you are en- 
tirely ſafe, Wo Maude volts aig 

Thus then, by making a few Annotations na- 
turally ariſing from the Words in this vuth _ 
ter, we have plainly ſhewn the Abſurdity of 
Notion of a natural Man being 
and that in the way at firſt propogd, by de 
to whom the Epiſtle is directed, viz. to Believ 


in Chriſt. 


- 2dly, By obſerving the natural and genuine 
Coherence of the viith with the preceding Chap- 
ter, the Subject and Thread of Diſcourſe wit- 
neſſing againſt a natural Man being introduc'd. 

_ '3dly, We have enquir'd into the Marks and 
Characters given of this pretended natural Man, 
and, I think, we have found and prov'd that 
they don't at all belong to him, but to one that 
has truly taſted that the Lord is gracious. - And 
I think, if any one will take the Pains duly to 
confider theſe Things, they will not fo eaſily 
give into the ignorant Expoſition of the Perfec- 
tioniſts on this Chapter. But this Exhortation is 

quite needleſs to the People we have to do with, 
for as they are Opponents to the Truths of the 
Goſpel, ſo they are reſolvd ever to continue ſo: 
For it is a Maxim with them not to trouble their 
Heads with Meditation and due Conſideration of 
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1 

471 But, alas, what ſignifies talking, Idle- 
0 neſs is quite agreeable to the Perſection- Doctrine; 
34 whoever are perfect, they have no need at all of 
1 


either Meditation or Reading. There is a Sen- 
tence in Seneca, which an Author more noted 
amongſt ſome People for his Learning and Skill 
in the Tongues, than true Knowledge e the Scrip- 
ture, bas in a Pamphlet of his quoted, and very 
— tranſlated; The Seatenes 18 as follows: ; 
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14 Puto mult potuiſſe ad Seviention pervenire ni 
+4 pHutaſſen. ſe perveniſſe. 


Thus eib. 


65 1 cannot help thinking, it mis be poll 
& ble, for many in this Day, to make large Ac- 
« ceſſions to their preſent Stock of Knowledge, 
« were they not ſo unhappy as to preclude-them- 
t“ ſelves by a fond 1-0: that mY are s 
80 Bot to Perfection. 


1 beliere the Author of this Tranſlation had no 
* —. of the Perfectioniſts; but the Sen- 
tence of Seneca, and his Tranſlation in particular, 
is very much to the preſent Purpoſe. But what 
Gay, the Perfectioniſts) ſhould the Children of 
God cantend and ſtrive for, but Love? I anfwer, 
for nothing at all, but the eternal, ſovereign, and 
. Aiſtinguiſning Love of God manifeſted to their 
Wa: | Souls: And wherever this true Love of God is 
FI. 4 Med abroad in the Heart; there will be a con- 
. ant Zealouſneſs for the Truth as it is in Jeſus; 
1 they will ever be ready to contend earneſtly againſt 
+ of every Gainſayer, for. the Faith: ence deliver'd to 
pe oma Jude 3. It is impoſſible for a. true 
Believer, 


(43) 
Believer, with Patience to hear the Doctrines of 
the ' Goſpel deſpis d and trampled” under Foot 
for he knows they are as dear to his Maſter ad 
his Blood; he muſt and will, wires 1 
withitand Antichriſt to the Face, „ 
place by Subjetion, % muck" as fo 
Gal. ii. 3. 1 heard a Perfectioniſt a — 
he never came into the Company of a Predeftina- 
rian, but he began on the Doctrine. To this T 
did not then, but now anſwer, that it is quite 
probable, and i it ever will he To'; fer he that is 
a true Believer, and what he calls a Predeſtinarian, 
if he be experimentally ſo, the Truths of the 
Goſpel which he profeſſes, will ever by him be 
introduc'd, not as they ate ſpeculative things, 
but as they have been of ſubſtantial Comfort 
and Delight to their Souls: And, their not con- 
tending for their Doctrines, to me is à ſubſtantial 
Argument, that they neither do, nor can tales 
the leaſt Comfort in them; if they did, ſure they 
would be glad to communicate it; and if t 
think they tend to glorify and honour God, why 
don't they contend and ſtrive againſt Antichriſt » 
But theſe People ſeem very ealy and calm, let 
whatever Side of the Queſtion be uppermoſt, 
But, why does the true Predeſtinarian contend 
for the ſovereign, free, diſcriminating Grace'# 
Favour of God? but becauſe he ſees himſelf 4 
vile, wicked Sinner, and that nothing in him 
could move Jehovah to ſet his Love upon him 
and while he ſees others, on an equal Level With 
himſelf, purſuing their Luſts and Pleaſures, and 
filling up the Meaſure of their Iniquity, he is le 
to cry out, Oh! adorable; free, and diſcrimitia> 


i Grace, that I ſhould be ſecur d, and others 
>, | :1 13 | 423+ 
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But again, why does he contend for efficacious, 
almighty Grace ? But becauſe he knows, that he 
was an harden'd, obſtinate Wretch, and that no- 
thing ſhort of an almighty Hand, could have 
conquer'd his ſtubborn and rebellious Heart. 
Blefſed be his Name, faith the Soul, that I, 
an impenitent, harden'd Sinner, was made wil- 
ling in the Day of his Power. I was following 
with Greedineſs my Luſts and Pleaſures, and was 
totally ignorant of Chriſt, and · the way of Salva- 
tion; but, by Almighty Grace, I was ſweetly 
drawn to the Lord, as in Chriſt Jeſus, a God 
forgiving Iniquities, Tranſgreſſions, and Sins. Or, 
why does he contend for the Immutability of 
God's Love to his People ? but becauſe the Ho- 
nour of his immutable God is at ſtake; and he 
knows that. all his ſolid and ſubſtantial Comfort 
muſt vaniſh, if his God may change or alter in 
his Love towards him. Alas, *tis the Immuta- 
bility of God's Love, that upholds the true Be- 
liever, when nothing elſe will: Whatever fails, 
he knows his God cannot nor will not, in all his 
Difficulties and Troubles : He can triumph (thro? 
the Spirit) in the Words of the Prophet Habbakkuk, 
Hab. iii. 17, 18. Although the Fig-tree ſhall not 
bloſſom, neither ſhall Fruit be in the Vines, the 
Labour of the Olive ſhall fail, and the Field ſhall 
yield no Meat, the Flock ſhall be cut off from the 
Fold, and there ſhall be no Herd in the Stalls, yet 
will I joy in the Lord, I will rejoice in the God 
of my Salvation. N 
This is the true Believer's Language, and this 
is the ſubſtantial Comfort of thoſe they call Pre- 
deſtinarian, when the immediate Perception of 
God's Love to their Souls is gone, they can ſtill 
traſt and rely on this immutable, covenant 
2 2 | Keeping 
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keeping God. The Lord grant that I EY 


ways remain ſuch a Predeſtinarian: I have been 


reproach'd with the Name; but, as I truſt, I 


have not the Name only, without ſomething f 
the Subſtance, I am content. Many may talk 
and diſpute for theſe Doctrines, who know no- 
thing of the Power and Comfort of them: But 
the true Believer, as theſe and other great Truths 
are the matter of his Experience and Conſolation; 
they muſt, and will continually be diſcourſing of 
them: If the Foundations (lays the Plalmiſt) be 
deftroyd, what can the Righteous do? Pſal. xi. 3. 
What can they do? even nothing at all : If they 
loſe the, Doctrines of the Goſpel, they loſe the Stays 
Support, and Comfort of their Souls. 

Let not, therefore, the Perfectioniſt wanker 
any longer, that the Predeſtinarians are always 
for advancing their Doctrines, ſince they are o 
them, the Marrow, (I had almoſt aid) the EE 
lence of Chriſtianity. 

The Perfectioniſts, when we ſpeak. of thi” 
Doctrines, preſently cry out, Come, come, let 
us lay aſide theſe Diſputes, 20 talk of the Work 
of Grace on our Souls. Why, they talk in this ig- 
norantly; it is impoſſible with us, to ſeparate our 
Experiences from the Doctrines: And if they 


will talk of Experience, they muſt talk in the 
manner above-mention'd, viz. of Grace being ſo- 


vereign, diſcriminating, efficacious, - and immu- 
table ; what wonderful Pleaſure, and aſtoniſhing. 
Delight they have taken, in ſeeing tho diſcrimt- 
nating Goodneſs of God in the'Choice of their 
Perſons from Eternity z how they have been led 
to adore the Power of the Holy Spirit, in reach+ 
ing and ſubduing their naughty Hearts, and bring- 


ing them to a Knowledge of the —— - of 
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Chrift wfought out for them, in Purſuance to 
the immutable and everlaſting Covenant between 
the Father and the Son, on account of their 
Perſons. In this manner (if they talk with a Pre- 
deſtinarian) muſt they diſcourſe, or elſe their Ex- 


perience will not be for mutual Comfort and 


Eſtabliſhment. 4% 1188 

But, however, this is a little from the preſent 
purpoſe; We are {till on our firſt Head. We 
— found none in the Old Teſtament perfect; 
nor hitherto none in the New. Paul we have 
found imperfect, and, I think, he always remain- 
ed ſo, whilſt in this World. Hold! (fay the 
Perfectioniſts) he was perfect, when he writ thoſe 
Words to Timothy (2 Tim. iv. 7, 8.) I have fought 
u good Fight, I have ſiniſd'd my Courſe, I have 
#ept the Faith, henceforth, &c. Here is not one 


Word of Perfection, that I ſee. Nay, in the 


Epiſtle to the Epbeſians, which was writ juſt 
about the ſame time with this, he puts himſelf 
in amongſt the reſt, and ſays, we wreſtle not 
ngainſt Fleſb and Blood; but againſt Principalities 
and Powers, againſt the Rulers of the Darkneſs of 
#his World, againſt ſpiritual Wickedneſs in high 
Places, 'Eph, vi. 12. Wherefore the Fight which 
the Apoſtle ſays he had fought, does not imply 
that he had got rid of his ſpiritual Enemies, but 
that his open-contending for the Truth, and preach- 
ang of the Goſpel, was in all probability at an 
end; for *tis certain Paul was not ſure, that the 
Lord weuld not deliver him from the Hands of 
Nero, to preach his Truths again; and it is much 
queſtion'd, whether this Epiſtle was writ the firſt, 


or the ſecond: Time of his being at Rome: Therc 


are Arguments on both Sides: Dr. Hammond 
ſuppoſes it was written the firſt Time: W 
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thinks the ſecopd4;,But ler chat. be wich way, it 


will, chere is noi ground; to ſuppoſe himahſ 
perfect andi from the Epiſtles W he met, 
a it 48-plain. he{ was not. I Epitfles, 
to the Philinniaus, Coloſſians, and F 2 — — 
thoſe; ſuppoſed to be writ after this. The Reaſons 
for it are thẽſe: It is obſervable in N 
of che 2d to Timat ly, that he is ae re e 
to Rome, . and in che 21ſt Ver. to come befote 
Winter: And, that he «> rn is evident, by 
his Name ,Join'd to-alljtheſe Epiſtles, 
their being all dated from Rome. Now, in cheſe 
three Epiſtles Paul expreſſeth hat iggimates his 
Imperfection: But it does not ſignify multiplyin 
Words on this Head to prove it; for in the 
lipiaus, Chap. xi Ver. T2. be plainly tells us, 
he had not attain' d. Perfection: Wherefore, this 
makes void and null the Senſe they would have 
put on this Text in this ad to Timptby 3 if the 
— ſhews he had not attain'd to Perfection, the 
other, which was writ Wan ty et ſigniſ 1 
he had. ö 630] 75 
One thing is obſervable. in guf i Porſe&ionits | 
when they ſee; they can't find Pal perfect in 4 
Life-time, they will ſhuffle it (as they pretend) by 
the Text in Timosty, to his Death; It ſeanis very 
ſtrange, that Pau ſhould ſtay ſo long a tit for lis 


Perkæction and then Io. ſhert. Pas was-amtherg Sm 


Year after his Converſion, when he died: Wheram 
ſome of the Perfect ioniſts are arri /d to ĩt (as they 
ſay) in leſs:than a gh part of the timo. 1 a, 1 
think, had as great need of it, if not more 
than any of them. But, I chin; we have prov'd 
that he never attain'd it: Neither. do we read, 
that any of the Churches to Which he wrote hac, 
The Cerintbians bad bem ſo far from it, — 
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den er dem- kad beer "andy at - the Lcd 
Table, 1 Cor. xi. 21. and*W of them in one 
way or other ſhew d themſelves imperfect; had 
they been perfect, the Exhortations and Injunc- 
tions which are uſed in all the E piſtles, would 
have been entirely uſeleſs. Let us juſt obſerve 
what St. John in his firſt Epiſt. Chap. i. Ver. 8. 
ſays of himſelf, as of all others, if we ſay we 
have no Sin, we deceive our ſelves, and the Truth 
is not in us. What Truth is not in us? I an- 
ſwer, (1f.) Either Truth reſpecting the Aſſertion; 
we lic if we ſay ſo: Or (2dly.) The Truth of 
Grace is not in us: And this laſt Senſe is certain- | 
W's Very one. For he that talks of havin 
no Sin in him, is very much to be ſuſpected L. 
having nothing elſe in him: However, he muſt 
+ He down as'one that knows little of his own 
"WARE 
Well, but our Perſectioniſts u. "ew having 
do Sin, means, as in the roth Verſe, having not 
| finned. - This is ſurely the ſtrangeſt way of in- 
terpreting Scripture, that ever was heard of, and 
is not worth any conſiderate Perſon's notice : And 
tis ſtrange, ſich a learned Man as Mr. Weſley 
amongſt the reſt, ſhould ſuffer himſel to be — 
by an eſpouſed Opinion, to overthrow all ſenſe 
and Grammar: He muſt ſee, that the have in 
the 8th Verſe, is & Verb in the Indicative Mood 
Preſent Tenſe, and that the bave in the 10th 
Verſe, is a Sign of the Preterperfect Tenſe: And 
ſurely they muſt be the greateſt Bigots that will 
ſwallow down ſuch an Abſurdity. I am certain, 
was a poor Under-graduate at College to tran- 
ſlate apeyriar ix dH non peccavimus; he would 
ay he was a Blockhead, and deferv'd to be ruſtis 
cated, and ſent from College to learn his Acci- 
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Gr Peers erdick ; And bf b Kind ere 
very Jorioug ohe in Dent. xix7. 8. Ex tel 
be with Thee,” be will not fail thee nor Nute 
thee ;, fear not, neither be diſmay'd. *: Wo 

be fuller of Comfort, 1 et here is — one 
lagi bo 1 fx 5 res, 15 e Per- 

1 will not ee: lies 
that de wil continually {the with them, Aue 
the Words do emply, that the Lord would con- 

ally > SL Fade <0 to whom” this" Promiſe 
| in his'g hg fore, tlie Vraelites: 
zut oy; it 75 25 50 dual Promiſe te the 


ver, the Kpoſt dot ee Ains it 

in ahother 1. ht and H 0 ion ide will 

take his Jenſe of che f Fe 15 that the 
fal bis Etch le, 

e we 


Sverouſneſs x, 1 Ne chu hings ' as 
1 be 75 aid, Twill never" leave thee, 
A f forſak bes; Let what will | be yout"Con- 
dition in Soul or bdy, be content, doit. m- 
Ble, or fret, for he bas forgly” ſad,” T ot ever 
leavp ther nor forſake ther: Perhaps he may at 
[2 bide his Face, and Nerve youli the Ak, 

if vurward an Inward Cie mftinces's” but 
435 er eee 


| Me „Aud in his 
G15 0 a 5 e ume 
Ye ee * 7 or ever. Ire 38 the 


Sum and Subſtance of il; mmutability and 
Sredfaltgels, 6 Tag ko 8 58 5 


k Böcke 
There is eber gloriqus Promise * 8 


: the Mountains „ depart, and tbe Hills be 
* . N remov d ; 


( 52) 
Land. which. I bave ores them, ſaith the Lord 
thy Ged. And again, Pfl. N * 39. 30, 
Ef 33. where the Lord 
dhe hildren of the Sed ll þ 15 Ye 
the, ſpiritual Seed of David, ſhall e M | 
rive io Glory and Hap Jeſs Fog, rs ; 
and tho', as it is hinted 21ſt Verſe, they 
may proyoke their Maker 4 hi Father, by 
breaking his Statutes and, r and 
by "hat means, incur his fatherly Chaſtiſements 
Never thee (ſays our gracious God, Ver. 33.) 
.my loving kindneſs will 1 not utterly take from 
; nor er my Fiitbfulneſs to fail: And in 
the zöth Verſe, tis 4 15 well ſhall endure 
fer ever : All the Seed of our ſpiritual Solomon, 
of our, glorious High Prieſt the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
re endure, and abide with their God for ever 
an _ 
Ils needleſs. to quote any e 
cerning Perſeverance for al the Perfectioniſts 
1 ever. heard of, or talk'd with, diſallow the 
Doctrine. Poor Cr 1 78 after all their Per- 
fection- \trajnmients, | they may miſcarry, and fall 
ſhort of the 'promig'd  Pofſeflion ; i, e. if they 
; diſbelieve final Perſeverance. T hey p to at 
oe moſt glorious State indeed, I think, but 
ſingle Degree off Heaven; the Nature of 
e Mr. We has laid down, and ſet forth 
e Preface to the laſt Book of Hymns he put 
0 ſhall pen them don now ry in his 
x bare ords,. in which the Reader will ſee, that 
1 ſtared x the beginning of this Books the Doc- 
2 oP erfe&tion very right; I. did it 2 5 ly 
4 Fühpeladlon Wk the perfecti 
155 Na GR ales Deſerip tion 35 
: ith mine, vis. Fae there 
N o r We of it, „ Power yer Sin, rs 
to 
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total Freedom from it: Theſe two Sorts or St 
the Reader will immediately find in ber 1 th 
now quote from the Face Pag. 6. F. 7. «The 
« Son th. made them free, 55 are thus born 
« of God, from that great Root of Sit and 
40 BitterneGs, Pride, They feel, that all the I 
« ficiency is of God; chat It is he alone who! is 
« in all their ir hours and worketh in them both 
« to will and to 40, of His good Pleaſure; they 
« feel, that it is not they whd ſpeak, but the Spirit 
« of their 1 2 t i them, He'doth 
the Works. So that is to them all in all, 
* and they are nothing in his Sicht. They are 
e freed from ſelf-Will, as defiring r no, 
not for oe Moment (for) rfect Love caſterhout 
4 Deſire) bn bot the holy and perfect Will of God; 
<* not Sup pli in Want; not 8. Fal in Paid; hor not 

« Life 5 | Death, or any other Creature; but 
uy continually crying in e inmoſt Sobls, Fa- | 
ether, hy Wi be done © They are freed from 
% evil Thoughts, ſo that they cannot enter into 
them ; no not far” one Inſtant. Aforeti 
„when an evil Thought came in, they 100 
« up, and it 'vaniſh'd' away; but wel e 
not come in, there being no room for this, in 
a Soul which is full of God: They are fred from 
„ Wandrings in Prayer, whenſoever they pour out 
* their Hearts in a more 1 4 manner before 
God; they have no Thought of any thing paſt; or 
« abſent, ox to come, but od alone; to hom 
& the'r whole Souls flow in one even Streamya and in 
« whom they are ſwallowed up. In times paſt, 
* they had wandring Thoughts darted in, Which 
yet fled, away like Smoke ; ; but now, chat 
« Smoke does not riſe at all, but they continu- 
« ally ſee Him who is inviſible. They are freed 
* from all Darkneſs, having no Fear, no Doubt, 
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< numberleſs Trac 7 pb them, yet yet 
th wound the! not, they trouble them not, 
4 8 ace f in them. At all, 075 
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To elr; Soul 9 and calm; their Heart is 


E, hen 12m VER their Peace Aowing 
1 all N We and, 
ö W : 0 fun of 
GH , 15 al'd with the bur 
* emprtion 3. having 
75 e 175 that, there is laid fin 
2 "Win ide a Crown, Righteouſneſs, which 
the Lord ſhall give Gen in that Day : And, 
40 being fully periwaded, thro' the Holy Ghoſt, 
e that neither Life, nor Death, nor mie pre- 
4 dent, nor things to come, nor. Heigh I, bor 
cc Depi A nor any other Creature, II be able 
to ſeparate them from the Love of God, which 
<«- is in Chriſt Jeſus, their Lord ”.. This is Per- 
fection with a witneſs, a Body would, think the 
Perſon \ was really got. into Heaven, but for One 
or two ſmall Sentences. 
Indeed I never heard any Perſon abſolutely aſſert 
in plain Words, that KS might. fall from, this 


Perfection; ; but I have : heard} it from their own 
- _ Mouths 
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9 
znhetent Perfection. Our Fruits, thro! the | 
Jeſus, being perfym'd with his Ri 19 55 — 
Attonetnent, are as the Scent of the Wine © 
Lebanon, and ate 4 — and pleaſing in the 
Eyes of our heav Father's bur ad hey come 
from us they te inperie * 2 
'** There is that 7 Problifs which” Was 
made to Paul, after kb bs Creſt Revelation; when 
g e Meſſenger of Satan was ſent to. buffer him, 

a very ſatisfying one, 8 the Believer 
is «troubled with indwelling Corru ions, My 
Grace is ſufficient for thee, 2 Cor. XIi. 9. Here 
is nothing ſaid like this: 1 will give thee ſo much 
Grace, as on ſhak be vid of all theſe thy Temp- 
tations and Troubles. Nor was it with Paul, 
as with thoſe Mr. Ve talks of, in his Preface 
1 have before quoted, who only look'd' up when 
an evil Thought came, and it Peta vaniſh'd: 
Paul had look*d up thrice, but yet we don't hear 
chat the Thorn was taken away; all the An- 
wer chat was given was, My Grace is ſufficient, &c. 
te Was told, that God had a Sufficiency of Grace 
afur'd up to ſatisfy al] his Wants 18 Neceſſi- 
ties, and this is what will calm and ſtill the 
Afflieted Soul under his Troubles: Lord, ſays he, 
if _ iſeſt thy Grace to be ſufficient for 
me; thou Grace enough for all ny Wants, 
and doſt thou tell me, thou haſt enough for me 
In particular? Lord, Iam ſatisfy'd, if thou wilt 
ſtrengthen me with all ſufficient Grace, nothing 
chen can finally; overcome me; for Arges, 
like thy ſelf is omnipotent. But then Jet us ob- 


Terve what follows the Words; for my Strength is 
finful Creatures, when we have got rid of all din whatever, 
Ve Jars MIT be Fane: AN e mean by 
[ENUTELY, WROUY mz Wien 4s - We mean 

being perſeet. 
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| ſelves, then are we 4n him. I. the ſame 
Purpoſe, via of A 1 Av, 2 
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member, 1 have enough in | tore for tors 
when thou art weak; and ſeeſt thou i 
thy ſelf, - tho” tliou' 545 rectiv'd at 
of Grace; then mine, that N 
Chriſt, ſhall be efficacious; 


Again, Pſal. 1 55 11 
for Growth and Encreaſs in. & 


give Grace and Oury, and 0 \ ood thin 11 
wil bbold from them that watt” pri bh: 
Lord has proraigd Grace here, Glory here- 
after, and to withhold nothing 


"that is. good fr 
his People. Ts not then od thing 
aF trom all Sin to be defir'd Certainly 
Bar here 1 "is it needful t6, be had 


tha World?" he not withhold it in his 
be U when we have done Suffering: But 


whilſt we are here, his Grace mult” appear, per- 
ſect in our Weaknels : Wwe ALON in our 
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Context, our viour is only 
, Lay 7 fe 
the 17th Verſe, ing 
Wi 5 the Law's Meaning; and . 
e and its Commands more ſtrict 
0 of. In the beginning 

of the e Hiagurte 17. he tells them, that he 
was not dee 93 R it: 
And then the Law's Meaning 
and ick Spi Bird 0. 7 have heard, ſays he, 
40 and fo, TE ua: I fay, the Law is more 
extenſive than you have ALY Tou haye 
heard its external Commands ; ; but it has 1 9 
nal ones Po and 1 be ſtrictly obſery d. 
Having ſhewn 7 Jong. NE nt of the 
Comrandments,. their true M 
to the laſt Verſe Be ye, W Per felt, ee. 
by which, I prehend, two things are enforc'd. 

o; Wh That «the Law i as, ſtrict and jextenlive 

man ds, as God is f ore No holy. 

ar here's ana te dp; that 
the” Rightes teouſneſs by which We a oe juſt ſtifi- 
ed in God's Ser. be every iy pi fn le to 
the Law's extenſive Demands, © Be ge, therefore, 
LEW even 4s your heavenly Father. 15 erfett, 
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Holineſs; or, as Mr. Roberts, in his Myſtery 
and 5 285 the arcs Well 1 be added it, 


can 1 taken him, to 2 bim leſs per- 
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<, of Perfection. All Perfection 8 ori ginally 
: from. bin only ; and every Creature is more 
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There ire in Eb iy: wh Ty | 
Mr. Weſey, in his Preface to hi Hymns, mites 
uſe of to oil the State been "into 
Which, he. fays, - ſome are "There - 
 maineth, thertfore, a Ref. This Ref, -F-behieve, 
may mean a PerfeRtion of Grace; zn abſolute 
one; bir gene wen, 4 State of chene Fer- 


fection. in this Life. elt that remains for 
the People of Sec bee at Glory and Happineſs 
hereafter ;, and, tho“ the. A of fort”, 24 Verſe, 
, Hays, we But have bilfeved,' 4 enter EY 4 
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( 64) 

tion in this Life. In the 13th Verſe, he tells us, 
he had not apprehended : Apprehended what? 
Why, the Prize of the high Calling, which is 
of God in Chriſt Jeſus. This is that which Pau! 
was reaching and preſſing after, the Prize of the 
high Calling, the immortal Crown of Life, eter- 
nal Glory and Happineſs: And'this i is that, for the 
Enjoyment of which, Paul was apprehended of 
Chriſt. Now, in the 15th Verſe, he ſays, Let 
us, therefore, as many as be perfet?, 14 thus mind. 
ed, What Perfection can Pau! bere mean ? ? 
From what goes before the Words, L ſee no other 
Interpretation to be given of them than this : 

That as many of us as are perfect and upright, 
ſincere and honeſt in our Deſires, after the Prize 
of the high Calling, be thus minded, 7. e. let us 
determine to. reach forth, and forward. to 


thoſe things that are before. This. "Senſe, 28 gh 


correſponds with what preceeds, I think, is 
to keep the Text from the PerfeRtioniſts * 
for they have neither the prececding nor follow. 
ing Words, to ſupport their Interpretation. But 
ſuppoſe we could. give no Meaning or. Senſe at 
all, certainly, we may take the ſame Liberty as 
Mr, Weſley has, in his Free- Grace Book on Elec- 
tion, and fay, Better the Text have no Meaning 
at all, than what they put on it. But however, 

I would not (if *oftible uſe ſuch a conciſe wa 
of arguing; For fear my Readers ſhould not ſo 
take in my Meaning. But however, if 
we look to what follows the 15th Verſe, I think 
we may find another Senſe, which will ſtill 
keep the Texts from their Senſe. In the 16th 
Verſe, the Apoſtle exhorts them, that whereunto 
they had already Attain'd, to walk by the fame 

We 


Rulez and aferwards admoniſnes them, to be- 
ware 


( 65) 

ware of thoſe who by their outward walk diſho- 
nour'd Chriſt, and were Enemies to his Crofs. 
So that taking the Words in Connection with 
what follows, they will very well bear this In- 
terpretation, viz. as many of us as have attain'd 
to a perfect, i. e. an upright way of Walking 
and Converſation ; let us ſtill go forward; let 
us walk by the ſame Rule, ſtill preſſing on for 
the Prize of the high Calling. ; 

There is a Text in James, which will give 
Countenance to this Interpretation; where a Man 
of a good outward Converſation, is call'd a per- 
fect Man, Jam. iii. 2. In many things (ſays the 
Apoltle) we offend all: If any Man offend not 
in Word, the ſame is a perfect Man, and able to 
bridle the whole Body. Here a Man of an honeſt 
Deportment is call'd a perfect Man, able to bri- 
dle the whole Body; not, as perhaps it might be 
ſuggeſted, to Keep down all Sin; for the Apoſtle 
had juſt ſaid, that in many things we offend all. 
Thus, I think, it appears, that theſe two Texts 
in the Phillippians are foreign to their Par- 

ole. 

Another of their Texts is Gen. xvii. 1. Vall 
before me, and be thou perfect. We have, in the 
beginning of this Book, plainly ſhewn, that Abra- 
ham, to whom this was ſpoken, was not in either 
of their Senſes perfect: But, however, we ſhall 
endeavour to ſpeak to the Words themſelves. 

It is obſerv'd by Mr. Caryll, that the Word 
Ron here us'd for perfect, ſometimes means 
upright, or plain, in outward Converſation. 
Thus the fame Word n which is us'd for Job's 
being a perfect Man, is us'd in Gen. xxv. 27. for 
Jacol's being a plain Man, in Oppoſition to 
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( 66.) 
Eſau's being a cunning. Hunter; and in this 
Place, the Word nnn is us d to ſignify perfect 
in Walk and Converſation; walk before me, and 
be thou (tamim) i. e. be thou honeſt, upright, 
and plain in thy walk before me; ſhew plainly by 
thy ourward Demeanour, that thou art one of 
| Or, the Injunction be thou perfect, taking 
| the Words i in Connection with what follows, may 
mean, being perfect in obſerving; the Inſtitutions 
-which the Lord in the Chapter appoints z walk 
before me, and be thou perfect; i. e. ſee that thou 
ſtrictly obſerve all that I command thee, in all 
my appointed Ordinances. In this Senſe the Word 
is us'd, Deut. xviii. 13. Thou ſhalt be perfeft with 
the Lord thy God. This, by conſulting the Con- 
text, plainly ſignifies, thou ſhalt ſtrictly obſerve 
all the Lord thy God commandeth thee, reſpeCt- 
ing thy Behaviour in the good Land. 
They have another Text, 1 Jobn iii. 3. Every 
Man 75 hath this Hope, purifieth himſelf, even 
as be is pure. © Purity in the upright Man, ſays 
« Mr. Roberts *, ſignifies three things. 
« 1, That he is purg'd, cleansd, and purified 
« from Sin. How? By the Blood of Chriſt 
&« meritoriouſly ; by. the Spirit and Graces of 
«- Chriſt icaciouſſy; by the Word of | Chriſt 
* mnftrumentally; *till a Man be cleanfed thus 
from the Spot, Impurity, and Defilement of 
“Sin, he cannot, in God's Account be pure; 
2 but remains Sin- defiPd. 
. 4 2, That being thus cleans'd from Sin and 
Filthineſs, he hath ſuch a Principle of Purity 
e inherent and remaining in him, as will not 
* mix or incorporate with Sin, Les _ 


— Marrow of the Bible; pag. "484. | 
« and 


„ &c, Which i is full of, itſelf without em 


e 

ee and the Fleſh will not mingle ac 

“ gre contrary one to another. Sin n 
« jg not woven into the Texture, 0 frame, 
« Conſtitution of a pure Heart. Sin may h 


5085 


3 


« there; but the Heart doth not allow 1 it, 18 not 


<« mingled with it; becauſe it is heter 
60 = purified Heart: Thus a pure! Heart is 


« of itſelf, without Mixture with Sin. 855 We 


ce call that pure Gold, pure Honey, pure W 


C Mixture. W 
+ 3. A pure Man is one that is fill { 


= 


2 impure Reliques of Sin, from the Heart n 
« Soul.” This is what is meant by purifyipg 


ourſelyes z haying a pure Frinciple in us, 
cannot incorporate, or mix with Sin, add 
continually aſſiſting the Soul againſt the. 
tions of Sin,” 


that 


CY 


Not that it roots Sin totally out; 


but it keeps and encqurages continual. Enmity 


and Hatred to all Sin in the Man. 18 
purity our {elves as Chriſt is pure. It it is 975 
a Principle, from him, which is. pure as hanſel 
which momentally leads the Soul, 


of Power and Strength) is overcome. 


Another Text they bring, is in Jam. i. 4 "But 
tet Patience have its perfect Work, that ** may 
be perfect and entire, wanting nothing. The 
Word %axoxanes:, which is here us'd for *. gr 
nifies ſuch as wholly poſſeſs. their Portion allotted, 
compleat Inheritors : So the Apoſtle exhorts them 


: 


and moves it 
to what is good 3 tho? the Soul often, thro? n 


to let Patience have her perfect Work, i. 6. have © 


no Impediments, that they might be sue 
that they might enjoy that Meaſure, of Grace 


which was allotted them. 
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( 68) 
Another Text is in 1 Thefſ, v. 23. Aud the 
very God of Peace ſandtiſy you throughout. „ The 
Apoſtle, in this Place (as I apprehend) does no 
more than wiſh and pray for the Growth, and 
Encreaſe of the inward Man, that that may be 
perfected and continually growing up, and that, 


thro' Grace, they might perſevere and hold out 


to the End. 

To the ſame Purpoſe liste. is 1 Tim. ili. 
17. That the Man of God may be perfett, &c. 
i. e. that the inward Man, which is created in 
Purity and Holineſs, may have all its Parts in 
full Growth and Exerciſe. But none of theſe 
Texts, that I can ſee, prove their PerfeCtion 5 
for, tho' the inward Man be perfect and entire, 
wanting nothing in itſelf, yet we, confider'd as 
Compounds, having Sin as well as Grace 1 in us, 

not be ſtiPd perfect, abſolutely fo. 

Thus, then, we have infer ſorns of their 
chief Texts; we have, I think, ſufficiently diſ- 
prov'd their forc*d Senſe; and, I think, there is 
no uſe made of the Word perfect, as regarding 
us, but what may be taken in ſome of the fol- 
Jowing Senſes. | 

1, In Chriſt Jeſus. 

2dly, In the Work of Grace as in itſelf; the 
new Man having all its Parts. 

3aly, Perfect in Glory and eternal Happineſs. 

2thly, In a comparative Senſe, with reſpect to 
others. 

5thly, In outward Walk and Converſation, Or, 

 6:bly, Perfect, in a ſtrict Adherence to, and 
Obſervance of all divine Commands and Inftitu- 
tions, with reſpect to outward Worſhip. 

Thus we have diſpatch'd the firſt Branch of 
a third general Head. We are now to diſco- 

ver, 


ver, how; and by what ene ctr Piles 


: 1 q 2 
* 2” - = 4 7 * 
p = Y . . 
* — _— N 1 
. 7 
A ; 


ts. 
(probably) come by their Doctrine. 1 5 
hend theſe three ways ky” 
_ 1}, From a Want of a due Conſideration of. 
the effential Purity and Holineſs of Gd. 
2dly, From their Ignorance. of the ouch Spie 
rituality of the Law. And, é 
34ly, From their Ignorance of. the Nature of 5 
Regeneration and Sanctification. 0 
1/t, Then, this Perfection - Notion may DS 
from a Want of due Conſideration of the eſſential 
Purity and Holineſs of God. Behold be putteth.. 
10 7. ruſt in his Saints, and the Heavens are not 
clean in his Sight ;/ how then ſhould Man be clean,. 
or he that tis _ of a Woman be righteous? 
Job xv. 14, 15. What a wicked Idea muſt they 
have of God, 2 think his pure and all- ſearch- 
ing Eyes can find no Flaw in their Obedience. 
Surely, they muſt put the infinite, and incom- / 
prehenſible, pure God, on a Level with nar⸗ 
row, finite, and impure Creatures; if they pre- 
tend to be abſolutely; inherently. perfect in his 
Eyes: But, how ſhould Man be juſt with God? 
he may be ſo with Man, his Fellow Creature; 
but with God, all the World muſt acknowledge 
themſelves guilty and imperfect, as Job acknow- 
ledges, Chap. ix. Ver. 3. 1f be will contend with 
bim, he cannot anſwer him for one of a thouſand. 


No, if he were to lay Juſtice to the Line, ag 


Righteouſneſs to the Plummet, and try the ways 


of the moſt upright Perfectioniſt the World can 


produce, he — find him wanting, he would 
find him light as Vanity. The Holineſs and Pu- 
rity of God laid in a Ballance, would draw 
down, and infinitely -over-weigh the Righteouſ- 
neſſes of all the Saints that are and have, ſince 

1 the 
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| | "(981 
the Creation, been in this World. Gods Holl. 
nels is himſelf : Without Holineſs he is not God: 

Once (faith he) have I ſworn by my Holineſs, 
Pfal. Ixxxix. 36. that is I have ſworn by myſelf, 

as. the Apoſtle himſelf explains it, Heb. vi. 13. 
Becauſe he could fwear by no greater, he ſware by 

himſelf. Is Holineſs then eſſential to God ? how 

infinitely extenſive muſt it be! * God is an 

« abſolute Being in all reſpects. Man, tho”. 
«© perfect in his kind, yet is not perfect in all 

« Kinds: ſomewhat may be taken from Man 
% and he remain a Man ſtill; but God is ſo 
«© perfect that nothing can be added to, or taken 
« from him; all things are laid up in him, he 
ce js the Entity of Entities.“ 

As God is the Being of Beings, his Holineſs is 
the Holineſs of Holineſs z he is holy above all 
our Conceptions and Ideas; how then can Man 
ſtand before him and he not ſee a Default in him? 
None that think on what-God is, that he is Ho- 
lineſs itſelf, will dare to ſay, that they are abſo- 
lutely pure in his Eyes. Let us all then (as be- 
comes weak, frail, finite Creatures) lay our Hands 
on our Mouths, and our Mouths in the Duſt, and 
cry, Unclean, Unclean, when we think on the 
infinite, eſſential Holineſs of the Almighty. He 
is ſo pure and holy, that our- molt refin'd and 
exiled Conceptions can never 1n the leaſt reach 

in, 

2dly, This Perfeftion- Notion may ariſe (tis 
quite probable) from an Tgnorance of the ſtrict 
Spirituality and Extent of the Law. 

The Law is a Tranſcript of the Divine Mind, 
Pure as he is pure: And he that ſays, he comes 
up conſtantly to the Law's Injunctions, without 


® Caryll on Jeb. | 


* the 


( 77) 

the leaſt Mixture of Sin, - muſt certainly be ig- 
norant, how vaſtly | extenſive the Law: is: 1 
think it may be juſtly ſaid, its Dimenſions are 
infinite. Extenſion is commonly defin'd to be 
that which has partes extra partes; Parts exte- 
rior to, or beyond Parts: Thus the Law of God, 
it has juſſa exira juſſa; Commands upon Com- 
mands ad inſinitum: And the leaſt Motion, or 
Stir of Sin, is a Tranſgreſſion of the Law, and 
conſtitutes a Perſon imperfect. 

The bare facd Impudence of thoſe who pre- 
tend to be perfect is aſtoniſhing: To talk of 
being abſolutely free from Sin, and of fulfill 
all the Law commands, when they don't do it 
externally. Don't we daily ſee ſome of them 
with two Coats on; nay, ſome of them very 
well dreſs'd, and at the ſame time, a poor Beg- 
gar that they paſs by, who has not Cloaths to 
cover their Nakedneſs? Is this fulfilling the 
Law? Why don't they cover the Naked, feed 
the Ban and beſtow all their Goods on the 
Poor? Do they love their Neighbours (which 
are all Mankind) as well as themſelves, when 
they daily. paſs poor, hungry, ſtary'd Creatures, 
and have Money in their Pockets, and don't be- 
ſtow it? Surely, they muſt forget what our Sa- 
viour ſays, Matt. v. 42. Give to them that aſt 
thee. Alas, the Law requires, if thou haft but 
one Coat in the World, and ſeeſt thy Fellow 
Creature here in want, that thou let him hav it one 
Day, and thy ſelf another; or elſe thou canft nor 
love him as thy ſelf, How can we think theſe 
Perſons perfect (as they pretend) when they 
break the Law every Day, and don't perform 
it externally; and, if not externally, J am apt 
to think, they can't internally. 
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(72) ER, 
It they will be perfe#, (as our Saviour tells the 
young Man, Matt. xix. 20.) let them fell all that 
they have and give to the Poor : Not to the Poor 
that are of the Houſehold of Faith only ; for that 
is not fulfilling the Law : If ye Love them that 
love you, what thank bave ye? And if ye ſalute 
your Brethren, what do ye more than others, 
Matt. xlvi. 47. Let not theſe People talk any 
longer of Perfection (however that they have 
attain'd it) unleſs they will ſhew to the World, 
that they are ſo, by their outward Behaviour : 
Tho', in the main, this will not do, except they 
do all, out of a pure Love to, and ſincere Deſire 
of, the Glory and Honour of their Lord and Re- 
deemer, And if they have the leaſt Side-way 
Glance, or Deviation from it, in all their Doings, 
they Spoil all: For if I give all wy Goods to 
the Poor, and have not Charity, I am nothing. 
But however, if they pretend to be perfect, let 
them ſhew ſomething like it. To wiſh well and 
not to do well, will never ſtand for Perfection, 
| (James ii. 15, 16.) their Lights muſt ſhine forth, 
or elſe, none can diſtinguiſh what they are, or 
gloriſy their Father on their Accounts. But to 
proceed, 
34ly, This Notion of Perfection may ariſe 

from their Ignorance of the Spirit's manner of 
working in Regeneration and Sanctification: I 
mean, wherein Regeneration and Sanctification 
conſiſt. ; | 
But here I muſt. make one Qbſervation, by 
way of Diſtinction. Thoſe who aſſert they have 
attain'd Perfection: Their Notion ariſes from 
the two Quarters juſt mention'd, viz. Ignorance 
of God's eſſential Holineſs, and of the ſtrict Spi- 
rituality of his Law. But thoſe who only aſſert 
| 1* 
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it to be attainable in this Life, I apprehend, 
their Thoughts ariſe from a general miſtaken 
Conception of What Regeneration and Sanctifica- 
tion are. They, with many others, take Rege- 
neration to; be a Change of Nature's Principles: 
That thoſe Principles which once led the Soul to 
nothing but Sin, are then turn'd to God, and di- 
rect the Soul Heavenward ; and that Sanctifica- 
tion is a continual renewing, and making theſe 
Principles more holy. Now ſuch 4 Notion as 
this directly leads to Perfection: And were I, ot 
any one elſe, to take things in this Light, we 
muſt, if conſiſtant with ourſelves, own Perfec- 
tion attainable, for that which is every Day re- 
newing, will in time be perfect; for the new 
Creature, we are told, grows up to a perfect Man 
in Chriſt Jeſus. e eng 

As this Notion leads to Perfection, ſo does 


that which teaches us, that Sanctification s 
a continual taking away of Nature's Princip. 


Let us then define what Regeneration and Sanc- 


tification are. Regeneration (as I take it) is a 
inſtantaneous Infuſion of ' gracious, Principles, of © 


Qualities into the Soul: Principles which come 
from God, and tend continually to him. And 


SanRification is the continual Growth and Increaſe © 


of theſe Principles. Regeneration is not partial, 
but total; i. e. theſe Principles or Qualines ate 
diffus'd throꝰ every Faculty of the Soul; and, 
for this Reaſon, a Perſon that is born in is 


calbd a new Creature, 2 Cor. v. 17, 19. Old © 


things are paſt away; behold all things are be. 
come new, The Man in this Senſe, is an entire 
new Man ; he has a new Principle in every Fa- 
culty of his Soul; his Mind, his Thoughts, his 
Conſcience, his Will, his Affections are all re- 


new'd; © 


(74) 
new'd ; they -are led by Principles | from above. 
Thus the new Man is of the ſame Extent as che 
old one; tho* the old carnal Principles remain 
the ſame, 1. e. they are all {till in the Perſon ; 
tho? they have not that Dominion and Power 
they had before. Before Regeneration the Soul 
was totally and entirely led by ſinful Principles 
by the old Man; but now they have other De- 
Ares, other Principles diametrically oppoſite to 
the carnal, ones; which momentally reſiſt and 
fight againſt them: And this is what cauſes the 
Commotions and Wars which are in the Believer's 
Soul; the new and old Man cannot agree; they 
are contrary one to the other, and therefore are 
continually warring. Now, ghefe Principles which 
are born from above, are thoſe which cannot 
fin, i. e. cannot lead the Soul to Sin, becauſe 
they are born of God; 1 Jobn iii. 9. Whoſeever 
is born of God, doth not commit Sin; for his 
Seed remaineth in bim; and be cannot Sin, becauſe 
be is born of God. This Text is one (as the 
Perfectioniſts think) vaſtly for their Purpoſe. Ob- 
ſerve ſay they, He cannot Sin, becauſe be is born 
of Cod. Can Words be plainer? I anſwer, No, 
nothing ,can be more full to the purpoſe; but 
then it is to this Purpoſe, that a Man cannot Sin 
with thoſe Principles which conſtitute him rege- 
nerate. Qbſerve, the Word faith, he doth not 
commit Sin; becauſe his Seed remaineth in him. 
Whole Seed remaineth in him ? I anſwer, the 
Seed of God, part of the Grace wherewith Chriſt 
was. anointed above his Fellows : This is what re- 
maineth in the regenerate ; and with this Seed a 
Perſon cannot Sin, becauſe he is born of God : 
It is this Seed that conſtitutes a Perſon 3 
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and with this Sed it is impaſſible for him to 


id nad. 8 Ann 

This, as I take it, is | the Senſe of the ry, 
Spirit in this Flac; and, in Chap. N. V 
the Apple 9 g is Joh 7 20 Ke. 


tutes te Perk born of God z. 1 0. oe 


But however theſe Texts, tho? 9 te 85 
Perfection, we may obſer ve, - Are, got for, 1 
Purpoſe, for theſe two Reaſons. 

1. Becauſe (if their Interpretation. be. js a 
Perſon, the, Inſtant he is born ee 
abſolutely perfect; for the Text eaks 405 
Whofoever is born of God; |doth. 70 commit 75 
Sure they cannot, or will not allow his, for 5 
they do, their Scheme entirely urs out San&i- 
fication, But, to. be plain, it is the moſt Aifficult 
thing in the World, to know. what, they do allow 
or hold, as a Point of Doctrine; and that 7 
one will find, if they will trouble themſelves 
far as to diſcourſe with them. But, 


LJ 


& ts 


2dly, The Texts in this Epiſtle. en not ee | 


to bold up the Perfection Doctrine, becauſe the 
Perſons who are ſaid in Chap. v. Ver. 1 * = 
of God, are in the 2 1ft Verte, caution? 


Idols. Such a Caution is needleſs, where Fer 4 


are perfect. | 

 To-conclude this Head, chen, Wwe © oil 
always carefully to make, the following Diſtite- 
tions, 

1. That in every Believer, there are Principtth 
of a quite different Nature from one another, 
viz, the old and the new Man; The former ls 

conti. 


7, os 
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very hard to aſſign any particular way; but what 


=, 
continually for leading the Soul to Sin; the lat- 


ter cannot by any means, becauſe it is born of 
God: . | Ar ö 0 


2. That this new Man, theſe gracious Princi- 
ples in themſelves, and abſtractedly conſidered 
from every thing elſe are perfect, abſolutely ſo. 

3. That all our Actions, as coming from us, 
who have ſtill the old Man in us, cannot be 
perfect. Sin will accompany our Endeavours: 
So that whilſt we are in this World, ve can but 
be perfect in part, 1 Cor. xiii. 9, 10, Grace 
cannot have the ſole, entire, total Dominion of 
our Souls. This then is the Concluſion: Tho' 
at the Time of Regeneration, pure, perfect, and 
holy Principles are infus'd into, and diffus'd thro? 
every Faculty of the Soul: And tho' Sanctifica- 
tion be the continual Growth and Advancement 
of theſe holy Principles; yet as Sin, till Death, 
will remain in us, we, nor our Actions, can in 


no wiſe be abſolutely perfect: Sin, like a Fly 
in the Box of Ointment, will marr whatſoever we 


do: Wherefore the beſt of our Performances 
ſtand in need of Chriſt's Blood, to render them 


pleaſing and acceptable in God's Sight. 


Thus, then, we have finiſh'd the Third ge- 
neral Head. We have anſwer'd ſome of their 
Texts, and diſcover'd how they, probably, acquire 
their Perfection - Doctrine. Tho', really, it is 
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(77) 
mention'd muſt, of Neceſſity be Concomitants : 
For he that has a due Knowledge and Conception 
of them, will never, if in his Senſes, give into 
the Doctrine. And it is aſtoniſhing, to fee. 


what Numbers are led aſide by it: Sure the Pro- 


moter of it ſhould have the alluring Tongue of a 
Syren; or — the threatning, ſtorming one of 
a Pope as there are none, or very weak 
A wh uphold it; it muſt be a 

poſitive way of aſſerting it, that muſt bring ſo 
many into the Notion: Or elſe, a curſing and 
damning the contrary Doctrine; loading it with 
a Multitude of pretended Blaſphemies id to at- 
tend it, as Mr. Weſley has done Election tho he 
has of late found out another way (I can't tell 
how ſucceſsful it has been) viz. of curſing and 
damning himſelf, if what he ſays be not trye, 
and if the contrary be not falſe. . We may fee 
to this purpoſe, in his new Hymn Book, in an 
Hymn entitled Univerſal eee pag. 236: 
the Words are theſe : 


Ver. VIII. 


Good God! that any Child of thine, 
So horribly ſhould think on thee! 
Lo! all my Hopes I here reſign, © 1 
F all 20 not find Grace with 1 |. 


IX. 9 

If Fury can in thee have Place, FER 

Empty it on my helpleſs Head; 
Cut off, exclude me from thy Grace, 

__ for 10 the ion 02. N 
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'eeans ſeem to have been in the ſame Plight with 
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77200 I! may not thy Mercy claim, Sent 
On me the vengeful bolt let 1. of 
Take back my Intereſt in the Lamb, 
Unleſs the 7 Aim dy d for all, 


I don't. know but this way of enforcing-« a 
Argument, may be of great Uſe o Mr. Weſley 
in procuring Proſelytes; for the Agnorant will 
probably think; that that Doctrine m be on. 
that ſuch a good Man as Mr. Weſſe, will-pawn 
his Salvation upon: But, however, I can't think 
but it is a very wicked way, to damn himſelf 
on che Truth of every Whim. I dont know, that 
he uſes the ſame way to enforce Perfection to 
his Attendants ; neither do I fee any Occaſion 
for it; for it is my certain Belief, as well as 
many others, that whatever he gives forth as 
Truth, is receiv'd as ſuch, nemine contradicente; 
his bare Pleaſure and Will that a thing ſhould be 
ſo is enough; he needs only ſay, Sic volo, fic Jubeo, 
and it will follow immediately, Set pro ralione 


Voluntas. to o pee. 


We are come to . general; To ſhew 
that ſome dangerous Conſequences attend this 
Perfection- Doctrine. Which are as follow: 

Iſt, It encourages Pride. 

2dly, It cuts off all Dependance on Chriſt, the 
Fountain of all Grace. 


34ly, It totally ſets aſide the way of acceſs to 
God. And conſequentially, 


4th, It ſets aſide Prayer, eſpecially thoſe two 
great Parts of it, Confeſſion and Petition. 
_. If, Then, it encourages Pride. The Laodi- 
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our Perfeftioniſts, Rev. iii. 17. Becauſe thou ſayef, 


I um rich, and entreaſed' with Goods, and = 
need of nothing, and knoweſt not that thou 7 
norant, and poor, and blind, and nated. TR 

is the PerfeRtI6nit's Caſe; they are rich, and n- 
creaſed with Goods, Some of them are abſo- 
lutely perfect (as they tell us) they ſtand in need 
of nothing: But hear what the Holy Spirit ſays 
of ſuch; they are miſerable, and — and blind, 
ani naked; and, to add to their Miſery, they 
know it not; thou nb wet not, 8c. Alas, af 
the Spirit bere relates the Truth, whoever ay 
they are perfect, they know nothing of God nor 
themſelves. What a great Degree of Pride would 
it be for a poor, miſerable, deſtitute Beggar P 
ſet himſelf 6n'a Level with King George; it 
would be more like Madneſs than any thing elſe. 
And yet this is the Caſe of theſe ignorant Crea- 
tures, they would, nay, pretend to be inherently 
as holy as God; for that Text is continually 1 in 


their Mouths, Matt. v. wlt. Be pe perfett, as * La 


heavenly Father, &c. Tis true we are ſo by 


Imputation, the Righteouſneſs of ee — 
that of God, as well as Man, he bei 


united to Ichevah in the ſecond Perlen N 


xxili. 6. But this is nothing to the poſe. No 
Creature can ever be infinitely Holy, for who can 
ſay, I am pure from my din? For there 15 er 
that ſinneth not, 1 Kings viii. 46. 

This Doctrine naturally leads to Pride, both 
with reſpect to God and Man, With reſpect to 
God; it is 77 thy ſelf, a poor, ſinful Crea- 
ture, on a Leve| 2 Maker; for there is 


none good, e d, ſabe God, Matt. xix. 
en ny 


17. but theſe able good. Sure, 


the 


a bs Se. 1. 
= „ 
TOs 


(80) 

the Pride of their Hearts muſt be exceedingly 
great. With reſpect to Man it leads to Pride, 
inaſmuch, as if we fancy ourſelves perfect, our 
Language muſt be with rae of old; ſtand by 
thyſelf, come not near me, for I am more holy than 
 #hou ;, but ſuch a People as theſe are as Smoke in 
God's Noſe, Iſa. xv. 5. Were any truly perfect, 
ſuch Language would be right and inoffenſive,; 
but when poor, imperfect, ſinful Man comes out 
with ſuch Language, it diſcovers the greateſt 
Pride: They talk of being better than other 
People, when they are the 12 ame, Of] y®worſe i in 
diſcovery, their Talk betrays them. Let us all 
then beware of ſuch a Doctrine. But, 

2dly, As it encourages Pride; ſo it cuts off 
Dependance on Chriſt for any ſupplies of Grace, 
thoſe that are perfect, have no need of Chriſt to 
communicate any more Grace to them; they may 
ſet down and enjoy themſelves by themſelves, they 
are rich and want nothing; but ſure ſuch a Doc- 
trine cannot be according to Truth. Paul bids 
Timothy be ftrong in the Grace, which is in Chriſt 
Feſus, 2 Tim. ii. 1. but theſe who talk of Per- 
fection, are ſtrong in what they have inherently, 
they confide in that for help. No reliance on 
the Grace that is in him, when he has given a 
perfect Meaſure of it already. 

It is ſaid, Prov. iii. 34. That God giveth 
Grace to the lowly ? What is it to be — 74 ? If 
not to ſee a Self-Inſufficiency and want of Grace ; 
but a perfect Perſon can ſee no Self-Inſufficiency, 
when he is totally and entirely filled with God. 
But then, | 

3dly, This Doctrine tends to ſet aſide the wa 2 
of Acceſs to God, viz. by Chriſt Jeſus, 
People that are dot to Perfection want not . 
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they can come into the Preſence of an All- pure 
God, and he nor his Law find any Fault with 
their Performances; but let them remember that 
out of Chriſt, our God is a conſuming Fire, not 
only with regard to his accepting us as Righteous, 
i. e. for our Juſtification ; but in all our Addreſſes 
if we come not in and thro the Lord Jeſus, if he 
does not ſanctify the Gift, it is in no ways accept- 
able: out of Chriſt, our Offerings are as ſtrange Fire. 
Now the Perfectioniſts would here be ready to ſay : 
O] to be ſyre we go to God in the Name of 
Chriſt, we would not go to the Throne without 
him; but I fay and will ſtand to it, that if you 
are perlect you take a uſeleſs Thing with you. 
When Believers (as I apprehend) take Chriſt in 
the Arms of their Faith to the Throne, they do 
it out of a Senſe of their own Imperfection and 
Unworthyneſs, and of their Incapacity of of- 
fering of themſelves a Sacrifice that is not lame 
and weak, What can the Perfection iſts ſay, it is 
in Chriſt that makes their Services acceptable? 
If it be not his perfect Righteouſneſs; whoſo- 
ever then has one truly perfect himſelf, it follows 
that he wants not Chriſt's. Wherefore let this be 
another Caution againſt this Perfection; it ſets 
aſide Chriſt who is the only way of Acceſs to the 
Father. But, 

4thly, This Doctrine tends to ſet aſide Prayer 3 
eſpecially thoſe two great Parts of it, Petition 
and Confeſſion, As the Perfectioniſts (accord- 
ing to their Scheme) can't come into the Preſence 
of God in and thro? Chriſt, who is the only true 
way; ſo neither when they do come have they 
any Thing to do there: They have nothing Spi- 
ritually to aſk for, becauſe they want nothing, 


their Souls being full A Gag © they have W 
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to confeſs, for they are free from all Sin; yea 
even from evil Thoughts, ſo that they cannot en- 
ter into them, no not for one Inſtant. What can 
we conceive then theſe People have to do at a 
Throne of Grace? They can do nothing that I 
know of but what the Phariſee did, ftand by 
their ſelves and fay in their own Language : God 
I thank thee, that I am not as other Men are; 
this they may ſay but not one Word more; tho? I 
believe ſuch a Thankſgiving, even as this, would 
go very hardly down with them, 7. e. with our 
modern Perfectioniſts: For, as they acknowledge 
no diſcriminating Grace, making a Difference 
betwixt one Man and another; I can't ſee how 
they can thank God, that they are not as other 
Men. I think, ſuch a ſhort Ejaculation as I ſhall 
now ſet down, would be vaſtly more proper for 
them. God, I am now come to return thee 
„Thanks, for that part I have had in thy uni- 
% verſal Gift of ſaving Grace: I was thy Crea- 
„ ture, of the Race of Adam; and, as thou 
e waſt pleas'd to create me at firſt ; ſo, by vir- 
c tue of that Creation, I was entitled, as fallen, 
© to a Portion, a Meaſure of Grace ſufficient to 
* ſave me; as were the reſt of Mankind. I 
have now, Lord, by my own Strength, im- 
e prov'd thy Talent, and have arriv'd to a State 
* of Perfection: Glory belongs to thee, for 
& creating me a Man; Praiſe and Selt-ſatisfac- 
tion to my ſelf, for improving the Grace 
„ which I have enjoy'd, common with other 
„Men, World without end. Amen. 

This Prayer is directly correſpondent with our 
modern Perfectioniſt's Scheme of Univerſal Love. 
God, with them, muſt Love all Men alike, ot 
elle he is unjuſt God is not Hate, ſays Mr. ah 


A 
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but God is Love. Every Man muſt have a 
Talent of Grace to profit withal; and if he 
does profit with it, who is he to thank for it? 
Not God; for if he had been no better to him- 
ſelf, than God was to him, he might have pe- 
riſh'd with Judas. God beſtow'd his Grace in 
common; therefore, if one is happy, and another 
miſerable, it is entirely* owing to the good Care 
and Conſideration of the firſt, and to the Fooliſh- 
neſs and Neglect of the other. So that, in ſhort, 
our,modern Perfectioniſts can do nothing in Prayer, 
reſpecting God, but thank him, that he ſaw good 
to make them Men, But however (without ar- 
guing any more at preſent quoad homines) the Per- 
tection-DoCEtrine in general cuts of Prayer; they 
can't, like others of the Children of God, con- 
feſs the Sins of their holy Things; for they have 
none: Nay, in their ſpiritual Duties, they are 
freed from all Wandrings; they have no Thoughts 
of any thing paſt, abſent, or to come, but God 
alone; to whom their Souls flow in one even 
SIream, and in whom they are ſwallow'd up. They 
can aſk for Forgiveneſs of no Sins whatever: 
Of preſent? They have none: Paſt ? They are 
ſupposꝰd to be always under the Comforts of Par- 
don in Chriſt Jeſus: For, they are freed from all 
Darkneſs, having no Fear, no Doubt, either as 
to their State in general, or as to any particular 
Action. 

It is remarkable, that our Saviour in the Form 
of Prayer he deliver'd, after the Petition, give us 
this Day our daily Bread; adds, and forgive us 
our Treſpaſſes. What Treſpaſſes? Our daily 
Treſpaſſes; as we forgive them that (daily) treſ- 
Pals againſt us: And for this (ſays David, Pſal. 
xxxli. 6) ſpall every one that is godly pray unlo 
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thee ;. i.e. for ſuch a Pardon of Tranſgreſſions 
as I have obtain'd, ſhall all the godly pray unto 
thee. Obſerve, it is the godly that are to pray 
for Pardon: Theſe, as well as others, ſtand in 
need of Forgiveneſs for their daily Sins. 

When I ſay Forgiveneſs of daily Sins, I 
would not be underſtood, that on our Commiſ- 
ſion of Sin, there is a freſh or new Act of Par- 
don in God ; but that a freſh Senſe of pardoning 
Love in Chriſt Jeſus is wrought in our Souls; for 
when we were pardon'd in Chriſt, we were for- 
given all together; but on our Commiſſion of 
Sin, we have need of a freſh Application of Par- 
don: *Tis one and the ſame Pardon, only at dif- 
ferent Times apply'd. ' 

But to proceed ; this Perfection-Doctrine de- 
ſtroys all our Confeſſions and Self-A baſements 
and, I am perſwaded, if this was the only dan- 
gerous Conſequence that attended it, it would be 
enough to make the true Believer abhor it; for 
he ſees daily ſo much of Sin in him, that he has 
occaſion momentally to be humbled before the 
Lord: And it is quite natural; for as Grace en- 
creaſes in the Soul, ſo the Sight and Knowledge 
of our Unworthineſs and Vileneſs encreaſes alſo; Z 
which makes every Believer ready, with the 
Apoſtle Paul, to ſay, It is a faithful Saying, and 
worthy of all Acceptation, that Feſus Chriſt came 
into the World to ſave Sinners, of whom I am 
chief. Paul thought himſelf the chief, and every 
gracious Soul thinks he is the chief; and as he 
grows in Grace he thinks the more ſo “. 

But, upon the whole, as this Perfection-Doc- 
trine has no Example of the Saints, Precept, 


* See the Nature of this deſcrib'd in E Hines Goſpel 
Sonnets, pag. 265. 
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Promiſe, nor Scripture, to uphold it, it may 
very juſtly be exploded, and the Aſſerters and 
Promoters of it, rightly eſteem'd to be in a Dream, 
or fond Deluſion: and ſeeing ſuch abominable 
Conſequences attend it, I hope, thro* Grace, no 
ſerious Perſon will be left to embrace it. We 
come now 1n the 


Vth. and laſt Place, Briefly to obſerve, . where 
our true Goſpel-PerfeCtion lies. The Apoſtle 
tells us, that it is alone in Chriſt Jeſus ; Of bim, 
ſays he, are ye in Chriſt Feſus, who of God is 
made unto us Wiſdom, Righteouſneſs, Santtifica- 
tion, and Redemption, 1 Cor. i. 30. Hence then, 
let us Obſerve a few things. 

1/}, How we come to have this Perfection i in 
Chriſt Jeſus. 

24ly, What ſort of a Perfection it is. 

zaly, What are the Conſequences attending our 
thus being perfect in Chriſt. 

1/}, Then, How do we come to have this Per- 
fection in the Lord Jelus: ? The Tent before 
quoted informs us; of him, are ye in Chriſt, i. e. 
of the ſovereign good Will of God. The Will 
and good Pleaſure of God are the original Foun- 
tain and Source of all we are? By the Grace of 
Goa, ſays Paul, I am what 1 am, 1 Cor. xv. 10. 
And again, it pleas'd the Father, that in him all 
Fulneſs * Boald dwell, Col. i. 19. So that all our 
Happineſs and Comfort ariſe from God's ſove- 
reign Pleaſure, and eternal free Grace. 

We may conceive of it thus: Jehovah having 
from all Eternity, entertain'd Deſigns of Love 
and Favour to a particular Number of Mankind, 
that he might ſecure their everlaſting Happineſs 
and Glorification with himſelf, fecur'd them in 
G 3- their 
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their Head, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who is of 
two diſtin&t Natures and one Perſon for ever: 
And in him they had all neceſſary Grace treaſur'd 
up, to bring them to an eternal World of Glory. 
So that the original Cauſe of all the Saints Hap- 
pinels, is the pure, unmerited Love of God; For, 
by Grace we are ſavd, thre Faith, and that not 
of ourſelves, *tis the Gift of God : Not of Works, 
leſt any Man ſhould boaſt, Eph. ii. 8, 9. And in 
Chap. 1. the Apoſtle tells us, we are choſen in 
him before the Foundation of the World. The 
Anſwer then is very ready: Whence have we 
Perfection in the Lord Jeſus? From the free 
Love and good Pleaſure of the Father of Lights, 
from whom every good and every perfect good comes, 
Jam. 1. 16. | 

U/e T. Have we ſeen ourſelves intereſted in this 
Love? How ſhould we be led to adore the diſ- 
criminating good Pleaſure of God, that he ſhould 
have Deſigns of Love and Favour to ſuch as we 
are; that we and not others, ſhould be ſecur'd in 
the Lord Jeſus: Oh adorable, free, ſovereign, 
diſtinguiſhing Love! 

Uſe IT. The Conſideration of theſe Things, 
ſhould induce us continually to have humble, 
mean, and low Thoughts of ourſelves ; never to 
attribute any thing of our Salvation to our ſelves, 
but all to Grace. 

Dye II. Has God out of his pure, unmerited 

ove, done ſo much for us? The Conſideration 
of this (under the Spirit's Influences) will induce 
all our Affections to him, and lead us to perform 
all our Actions to his Glory. 

Uſe Iv. Is God's Love the Original and Foun- 
dation of our Happineſs? The Sureneſs, Immu- 
tability, and Stability of this Love, is matter = 
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the higheſt Comfort, -Has God loy'd us into 
Chriſt, he will eternally love us; for be is not 
Man, that he ſhould change, nor the Son of Man, 
that he ſhould repent. But, 

2dly, Let us examine, what ſort of Perfection 
it is, we have in this our glorious Head. We 
have ſeen its original; let us now (if it may 
pleaſe the Lord) delight ourſelves in what ſort of 
a Perfection we have. And, 

1/t, There is a Perfection of Knowledge and 
Wiſdom in Chriſt. The Text ſays, he is made 
unto us Wiſdom, &c. We are, by the Fall, 

oor, ſhort-ſighted, ignorant Creatures: The 

yes of our Underſtandings are totally darkned ; 
We know nothing at all as we ought: We are 
miſerable, but know it not: But our Head has 
a Perfection of Wiſdom and Knowledge; he 
knows all our Wants and Diſtreſſes, and knows 
alſo how, and when to apply Comfort and Aſ- 
ſiſtance. 

This our Head (the Lyon of the Tribe of 
Fudab) has ſeven Eyes, Rev. v. 6. an entire Per- 
tection of Wiſdom and Underſtanding : And 
this he has two ways: 

1/t, As he is in his higheſt Nature the omniſ⸗- 
cient God; He knoweth all Men, and needetb 
not that any ſhould teſtify of Man, for be know- 
eth what is in Man, John ii. 24, 25. All the 
Trials, Troubles, and Afflictions of his People 
are well known to the God-Man Mediator: The 
moft minute Circumſtance paſſes not his Intelli- 
gence, for his Eyes run to and fro thro the whole 
Earth, 2 Chron. xvi. 9. we might ſay many 


things with reſpect to this Omniſciency and Wiſ⸗ 


dom of God. As, 


G 4 : | . 


(88) 

t. Tn whatever Troubles we are, he is not 
ignorant of them, and if he knows them we may 
aſſure ourſelves he has appointed them, and there- 
fore we ought to reſt ſatisfied. 

2. As he is omniſcient and all-wiſe, we may 
aſſure ourſelves he exerciſes us with nothing but 
what is for our good; for all things work toge- 
ther for good to thoſe that love God. 

3. Is the Believer's Huſhand his Maker, the 
Lord of Hoſts, the all-wiſe God? he knows the 
moſt opportune Times for releaſing us out of 
Troubles and adminiſtring Comfort. All theſe 
ſhould give us Divine Contentment in all manner 
of Circumſtances. But again, 

24ly, Our Head is full of Wiſdom and Know- 
ledge in his human Nature, being well expe- 
rienc'd and versd in all our Temptations and 
Tryals; for we have not an High Prieſt which 
cannot be touch'd with the feeling of our Infirmi- 
ties; but was in all things tempted as we are, 
yet without Sin, Heb. iv. 5. Such an High Prieſt 
became us, who has a Perfection of Knowledge 
and Wiſdom, both as God, and from his Expe- 
rience as Man; he is one that can have Compaſ- 
ſion on the ignorant, and on them that are out of 
tbe way, Heb. v. 2. What a comfortable, ſweet 
Doctrine is this to the troubled Believer, to con- 
ſider, that his Head has been experimentally ac- 
quainted with all his Troubles? He (as Man) 
weil knows what it is to want Relief, and there- 
fore, can better commiſerate the Indigent. 

2aly, In Chriſt, Believers have a Perfection of 
Righteouſneſs for Juſtification. 

By our Fall we have ſet our ſelves at an infi- 
nite Diſtance from God ; we have violated his 


holy Law, and run in Debt to his Juſtice : **. 
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had we had our Deſerts, ſhould long ago have 
been in Hell. But here the Love of Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghoſt to the Elect, manifeſtly ap- 
pear'd: The Ele& out of the pure Maſs, had 
been given to Chriſt for his Bride and Spouſe ; 
and when they had, by Adam's Tranſgreſſion, 
made themſelves miſerable and ſinful ; hz, out of 
the pure Love he bore to them, as his well-be- 
loved Spouſe, engag'd with the Father, laid him- 
ſelf under an Obligation to bring them back, 
and ſet them before his Face holy and without 
Blame : He voluntarily gave himſelf a Propi- 
tiation for their Sins, and readily ſaid, Lo I come, 
in the Volume of the Book it is written of me, I 
delight to do thy Will, O my God; yea, thy Law 
is in my inward Parts, The Language of our 
glorious Head, was like that of Judab's to his 
Father Jacob concerning Benjamin, Gen. xliii. g. 
T will be Surety for him, of my Hand ſhalt thou 
require him: If I bring, bim not back and ſet 
him before thee, then let me bare the Blame for 
ever. And in Purſuance to ſuch Engagements, 
in the Fulneſs of time the Redeemer came, made 
of a Woman, made under the Law, to redeem them 
that were under ihe Law, &c. Gal. iv. 4, 5. He 
wrought out a perfect Righteouſneſs, active and 
paſſive, and by once offering up of himſelf, has for 
ever perfected them that are ſanttified, Heb. x. 
14. The Robe of his Righteouſneſs, which is 
broad enough to cover all our Sins, and to hide 
all our Blackneſs and Deformity, has the Father 
accepted as ours ; for he is of God made unto us 
Righteouſneſs, the Father being well pleaſed for 
his Righteoufneſs ſake, Iſai. xli. 21. He is en- 
tirely well pleaſed with fallen Man, for the ſake 
of this perfect Righteouſneſs which our Head 
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poſſeſſes 3 For he has magnify'd the Law and made 
it honourable Such an Head as this is may the 
Believer triumph in, and ſay with the Church 
in Canticles, This is my Beloved, and this is my 
Friend; O ye Daughters of Feruſalem. 

Uſe T. This ſhould lead us to admire the glo- 
rious and all-wiſe Scheme of our Salvation. Our 
eternal Happineſs, we ſee, ariſes from our being 
put into, and ſecur'd in our Head the Lord Jeſus: 
Had it not been ſo, we had periſh'd with the reſt 
of Adam's Seed in our Sins. 

Uſe II. This ſhould induce us highly to prize 
and value the Lord Jeſus ; and at the ſame time, 
lead us to Wonder and Amazement, at the great 
Love of our Head, that he ſhould ſtill love us, 
tho we had voluntarily revolted from him; in 
this God commendeth his Love unto us, that while 
we were yet Sinners Chriſt died for us: and while 
we are yet without Strength, in due time Chriſt 
dy'd for the Ungodly. It was for the Ungodly ; 
this vaſtly enhances the Love. When we were 
Sinners, vile, abominable Sinners, and were to- 
tally incapacitated to help ourſelves, then our 
Head, out of his pure Reſpect and Love to us, 
freely gave himſelf for us, and brought us back 
from the Ruins of the Fall, to the Enjoyment of 
eternal Happineſs and Salvation, May we con- 
tinually be enabled to rejoice and triumph in, 
truſt and rely upon, this Perfection of Righte- 
ouſneſs which 1s in the Lord Jeſus; for there is 
uo other Name under Heaven whereby we can be 
ſav' d, but the Name of Feſus, Acts iv. 12. 

zaly, In Chriſt we have a Perfection of Sanc- 
tification z he was anointed with the Oyl of Glad- 
neſs above his Fellows, Heb. i. 9. The Fulneſs 
and Treaſures of Grace, are all depoſited in 

Chriſt, 
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Chriſt, and of this Fulneſs we all receive, and 
Grace for Grace, John i. 16. 7. e. we have re- 
ceived Grace from his Fulneſs on the pure Ac- 

count of Grace, that being the original of all we 
enjoy; or Grace for Grace: Grace to uſe Grace, 
or otherwiſe one degree of Grace after another. 
But, | | 
4thly, In Chriſt we have a Perfection of Power. 
Help is laid on one that is Mighty ; the Lion of 
the Tribe of Judah has ſeven Horns, a Perfec- 
tion of Strength, He is able to ſave 10 the utter- 
moſt : And in ſpite of all the Oppoſition that can 

be made, he will puſh down and entirely over- 

come all his and our Enemies, for to him all 

Power in Heaven and Earth is given, Matt. 

xxviii. 18, | 
Uſe I. Hence, Note the Folly of thoſe who 
rely on any Thing ſhort of the Power of Chriſt, 
to bring them thro* a World of Temptations and 
Trials, ſafe to Eternal Happineſs. | 

Uſe II. The Almighty Power of the Redeem- 

er, is matter of the greateſt Joy to the troubled 
and tempted Believer : tho* we are weak he is 
ſtrong : And how does the Conſiderations of the 
Mediator's Power (under the Spirit's Influence) 
rejoice the Heart of the poor, diſtreſſed, impo- 
potent Soul, when he finds the World, the Fleſh, 
and the Devil too ſtrong for him; to think that 
tho* Satan and his naughty Heart, are Adverſa- 
ries too ſtrong and mighty, for him to deal with; 

yet his glorious Head as in Union with Jebovab, 
is Almighty! Oh! fays the Soul, tho? I am weak 
in myſelf, yet bleſſed be his Name, in bim have I 
Kighteouſneſs and Strength ; my Redeemer is my 
Shield, and my great Defence, my God is my Hus- 
bend, the Lord of Hoſts is his Name, the King of 
Glory, 
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Glory, the Lord ſtrong and mighty in Battle, is 
my Confidence; he will overcome all thy Power 
Satan, tho? I cannot}; I acknowledge his Power, 
and own my Weakneſs. This is the Language 
of Faith, when it views and conſiders the Per- 
fection of Power which is in Chriſt, We ſhall 
now in the 3d Place, ſee what are the Conſequences, 
attending the Perfection of Wiſdom, Righteouſ- 
neſs, Sanctification and Power treaſured up in 
Chriſt. One great and main Conſequence is, that 
whatever he has we are to partake of ; are we ig- 
norant, he is wiſe, And if we ſee our want of 
Wiſdom, he has given us ſufficient Encourage- 
ment to apply to him, For, If any Man want 
Wiſdom (faith the Apoſtle James) let him ask it 
of Gd who giveth liberally and upbraideth not, 
Jam. i. 5. or as the ſaying is, he does not brow-beat 
us, becauſe we are indigent amongſt Men, ſome- 
times when a Perſon asks their Charity, they up- 
braid them, and tell them they are idle and de- 
ſerve nothing at all, though, perhaps, they may 
give them ſomething at the ſame time; but this is 
not the Caſe with our gracious and merciful Father, 
be gives liberally, &c. He gives without the 
leaſt grudging; among Men ſometimes, tho' 
they may give very largely, yet they grudge what 
they beſtow, and may, perhaps, wiſh they had their 
Bounty again; but our great Donor of all Gifts, 
is as willing to beſtow as we are to ask, and at 
the ſame time makes not the leaſt mention of our 
wilfully loſing what we once had, he giveth libe- 
rally and upbraideth not. Hence, Note, 

1/:, How ignorant ſoever we may be, God 
has Wiſdom enough to ſupply our Wants, and 
is continually free and ready to aſſiſt us, 
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2dly, As God will not upbraid us for ous wil- 
ful Ignorance, it ſhould therefore be no Impe- 
diment to hinder us from a Throne of Grace. 
getan often tells us, we are too ignorant and 
fooliſh to go to'a God of all Wiſdom: And 
that he will have nothing to ſay to ſuch poor 
Creatures as we are. But this is a Deluſion; we 
can never be too ignorant to go to God; and 
tho' he is Wiſdom itſelf, and we Ignorance ; yet 
he will not upbraid us, but freely beſtow all 
we ask in Faith. But again, 

Is Chriſt perfectly righteous? It follows, that 
all his People, every Believer ſhall be imputativ- 
ly ſo likewiſe; for bis Righteouſneſs i; upon all 
that believe. Are we deſtitute of a juſtifying 
Righteouſneſs? he has one will ſupply all our 
Wants, and cover all our Nakedneſs. 

Uſe I. This ſhould induce us to glory in nothing 
ſhort of Chriſt's Righteouſneſs for our Juſtifica- 
tion and Acceptance with God. The poor Rags 
of our Performances, can never ſtand us in any 
ſtead before the Bar of God's Juſtice ; Chriſt's and 
his alone, muſt do the Buſineſs. 

Uſe II. Are we accepted alone for the ſake of 
Chriſt ? Let us (as help'd by Grace) never go to 
a Throne of Grace without him: His Righteouſ- 
neſs muſt perfume our Services, or elſe, they 
will neveN be grateful. Has our Redeemg a 
Perfection of Grace and Sanctification? it fol- 
lows, that he has a Sufficiency for the whole Elect, 
and They ſhall all receive their Portionyn due Sea- 
ſon; for be will give Grace and 15 and no 


good thing will be withhold from them that walk 
wprightly. 
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e 1. This ſhould lead us (under a Senſe of 
our ſhort Comings) to apply to him for more 
Grace. And, 
2dly, It ſhould excite alſo an holy Diſcontent- 
ment with all our Attainments : It ſhould induce 
us (till to be aſpiring after greater Sanctification: 
Chriſt's Treaſury will never be exhauſted: We 
may go, and go, and go again, and yet find him 
perfectly full. But, 
Laſtly, If Chriſt has a Perfection of Power, 
the Conſequence is, 
1/7, That not one of his Elect ſhall finally pe- 
Tiſh, he giveth hem eternal Life, and they ſhall 
never periſh, neither ſhall any pluck them out of 
his Hand, John x. 28. Here is matter of the 
greateſt Conſolation : That thro' the Almighty 
Power of the God-Man, neither Satan nor the 
World, ſhall be able to ſeparate them from their 
Beloved, For, ſaith the Apoſtle, I am perſwaded, 
ihat neither Death, nor Life, nor Principalities, 
nor Powers, nor things preſent, nor things to 
come, nor any other Creature, Hall be able to 
ſeparate us from the Love of God which is in 
Chriſt Feſus, Rom. viii. 37. Nay, in all theſe 
things they are more than Conquerors. What glo- 
rious Language is this! it is the Life and Mar- 
row of Chriſtianity, when the Soul can thus tri- 
umph in the almighty, everlaſting Love of God. 
Once more : 
2dly, From the Power of Chriſt it follows, 
that he will ſupport his People under all Satan's 
Aſſaults, and at laft will entirely bruiſe him un- 
der their Feet: And when this Corruption ſball 
bave put on Incorruption, and this Mortality Im- 
mortality, then ſhall be fulfi/Pd the Saying which 
is 
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is written, Death is ſwallow'd up of Victory. And 
thus, thro* the Wiſdom, Power, and Grace which 
is in Chriſt Jeſus, Believers ſhall be brought to 
the full Enjoyment of their beloved Redeemer, 
and fo ſhall be ever with the Lord. 

Such a Perfection as is thus laid up in Chriſt, 
may you and I (Reader) ever triumph and be 
found in: And the other, which is ſo much 
talk'd of and pretended to, and at the fame time 
ſo little practis'd, may we always contemn ; 
ſince the Lord has not, by Example in others, 
Precept, nor Promiſe, given any Countenance to. 

I will now conclude with that noble Petition 
of the Church of England in her Litany, From 
« all falſe Doctrine, Hereſy, and Schiſm, good 
« Lord deliver us.” Amen. 
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OF 


Mr. WHITEFIEL D's Letter to 
Mr. VES LE, relating to 
the Doctrine of PERRFECTION. 


Hona. Sir, Boſton, Sept. 23, 1740. 


HIS is ſent in anſwer to yours dated 

l March 23.— I think ] have for ſome- 
time known, what it is to have Righte- 

ouſneſs, Peace, and Foy in the Holy Ghoſt —— 
Theſe, 1 believe, are the Liberties of the Children 
of God; but I can't ſay, I am free from indwel- 
ling Sin, —No; I find the Law in my Members, 
warring againſt the Law of my Mind, that makes 
me fy out bo ſhall deliver me from the Body 
of this Death I thank God, through Feſus 
Chriſt our Lord. I can't ſee, wherein the He- 
terodoxy of the Article of our Church conſiſts, 
,-which ſays, tha! Corruption remains even in the 
Regenerate : And, if after Converſion, we can 
neither Sin in Thought, Word, or Deed, I do not 
know, why our Lord taught us to pray to» our 
— heavenly 
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&c. 


Letters, that you ſeem to own a finleſs Perfetdion. 


Quaker: Bring me a Man that has really arriv d 
« to that, and I will pay his Expences, come from 
<« whence he will.” I know not what you may think 

but 1 do not expel? 10 ſee indwelling Sin fait 
and deſtroy'd, fill I bow down my Head and give 
up the Ghoſt., There muſt be Amalekites left in 
the Iſraelites Land, to keep his Soul in Mion; to 
make him humble, and drive him conſtgntly to 
Feſus, for Pardon and Forgiveneſs. { know 
many abuſe this Doctrine; and, perhaps, wil. 
fully indulge Sin, or do not aſpire after Holineſs, 


trary to the Goſpel? God forbid! And whether 
the viith of the Romans be applicable to a convert. 


being many other Paſſages of Scripture, which be 
that a finleſs Perfection is not attainable bere be- 
low : Such as theſe, There is no Man that hveth 
and ſinneth not: In many things we offend all, 
&c. Yea, I know no Sin (except that againſt the 


withbold bis Grace) may not be guilty of, 


Whatever you may think of David, the Serip- 
ture ſays, be was a Man after God's own Heart : 


heavenly Father, Forgive us our Treſpaſſes,. 
1 am ſorry, Honoured Sir, to bear by many. 


in this Life attainable; I think, I can't anſwer 
you better, than a venerable old Miniſter did a 


becauſe no Man is perfect in this Life. But what, 
of that ® Muſt I, therefore, aſſert Dofirines con- 


ed Perſon (as many great and eminent Saints 
have thought) is not at all to the purpoſe; there 


Holy Ghoſt). that a Child of God (if God ſhould 


And yet, how did be fall! And if you will not 
admit Peter to be a converted Perſon when be 
 denyd. 
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deny d bis Maſter, what will you ſay to. Paul? 
Did not be Sin, think you (at leaſt, were not his 
Paſſions irregular? and what is that but Sin?) 
when he ſpeaks 10 the High Prieſt, and calls him 
whited Wall? &c. Beſides, dear Sir, what a. 
fond Conceit is it, to cry up Perfection, and yet 
cry down the Doctrine of final Perſeverance ? But 
theſe, and many other Abſurdities you will fall 
into, becauſe you will not own Election; and you 
<vill not own Election, becauſe you caunot believe. 
the Dottrine of Reprobation. What is there in 
Reprobaion (1 can ſee nothing ) that makes it ſo 
Horrid? I ſee no Blaſphemy in holding the Doc- 
trine, if rightly explain'd : If God might paſs by 
all, be might paſs by ſome Judge you, if it is 


not a * Blaſphemy, to ſay, that Cbriſt died 


for Souls now in Hell: Surely, dear Sir, you dow't 
believe there will be a Goal-Delivery of damned 
Souls hereafter ? Oh, that you would ſtudy the 
you were rightly 
convinced of Sin Eliſha Cole on God's Sove- 
reignty, and Veritas Redux, written by Dr. Ed- 
wards, are worth your reading. But I bave done. 
F you think ſo meanly of Bunyan, and other Pu- 
ritgn Writers, I don't wander you think me wrong. 
Ind the Sermon hath bad expefted Succeſs; it 
bath ſet the Nation a Dilputing: You will 
have enough to do, to anſwer Pamphlets : Two 
I have ſeen already. Oh that you would be mort 
cautious in caſting Lots ! Oh, that you would not 


Be ſo raſh and precipitant ; If you go on thus, 


dear Sir, bow can ] concur with you ? It is im- 
Poſhble——T muſt ſpeak what I knaw. This 1 
write out of the the Fullneſs of my. Heart : I fee! 
my ſelf an accurſed Sinner, I look is Chrift, aud 


mouth 


Som * * 
— 274 — - 


{99)- "I 
mourn becauſe 1 have pierced bim. Honoured\Sir, © 
pray for me. The Lord be with your dear Soul. 
About Spring you may expect to ſee, ever, ever 
yours in Chrif, © 


George Whitefield: 
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